
























































   

                                           CITY OF ELY 
 501 Mill Street Ely, Nevada 89301 

                                                       City Hall (775) 289-2430 - Fax (775) 289-1463 

 
 
 
 
 
Date:         June 6th, 2019 
 
 
To:                Mayor Van Camp  
                  City Council Members 
                  Utility Board Members 
 
From:        Tom Lawrence- Landfill Leadman 
 
Subject:    Monthly Report – Landfill Department 
 

                                                        Landfill 
 
During the month of May we did daily operations as usual. Class I year to date total tons 
2707.7.Year to date daily average 18.8 tons. Class III year to date total tons 2,888.94. 
Year to date daily average 20.06 tons. Landfill crew is still hauling dirt daily from the 
class III expansion area. Will be doing a loader service during the month of June. Water 
samples were collected for the second quarter and sent to Wetlab. Working on building a 
grizzly to separate material to use for cover. Routine maintenance and service was 
completed on equipment and vehicles. All equipment was greased as needed. 

 
Equipment Status 

                                              All  equipment is up and running. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

The City of Ely is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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                                     CITY OF ELY                     
501 Mill Street Ely, Nevada 89301 

                                            City Hall (775) 289-2430 - Fax (775) 289-1463 

 

 

Date:        June 6, 2019 

 

To:            Mayor Van Camp 

                  City Council Members 

                  Utility Board Members 

 

From:        Carl Siemer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Subject:    Monthly Report – May Water & Sewer 

 

DIGS 

 1200 Ave. K 

 

SEWER RODDING 

 920 Ave. H 

 1310 Ave. D 

 Campton & Elysium 

 State Patrol Office 

 

WELLS: 

 RW -7 has gone down twice since April, but it is up and pumping 2,800-3,000 

GPM 

 17th & M Well still in auto  

 10th & M Well: O’Flaherty Plumbing is in the process of refitting (piping/valves). 

Gust Electric will be installing a new transfer switch and 250 HP VFD to run the 

existing pump when O’Flaherty Plumbing is done. Robinson Mine is paying for 

this work, which will cost approximately $44,000.00. 

 C.H. Spencer Technicians from Elko were here to reconfigure the operating panel 

settings on the Terrace Well. This was also paid for by Robinson Mine, which 

was approximately $1,500.00. 

 

MISC: 

 Monthly coliform samples complete 

 Monthly meter reads complete 

 Still working on NDOT locates for the Aultman job 

 Did non-payment shut offs 

 



Date: 6/6/19 

To: City of Ely 

 City of Ely: Water and Wastewater Systems 

From: Raul Naranjo, Water, Wastewater DRC and Laboratory Director 

 

Subject: Water System and Wastewater Treatment Plant – Observations and Recommendations 

I visited the facilities on May 8th and 24th  

  

1. Laboratory    

 

a) Monthly audit, an internal review of all Quality Control Systems as outlined in the 

Lab Quality Assurance Plan (QAP). Review of all laboratory supporting 

documents, Lab Log books for discrepancies, laboratory procedures.  

 

b) 5/8/19 - Conducted initial training for Mario in the laboratory for the analysis of 

water, Standard Methods Colilert 24 hour, we went over acceptance, procedure, 

interpretation, reporting and documentation. We did hands on training and 

discussed ethics and regulations. Mario needs a few more training sessions in 

order for him to be qualified for him to run the test by himself. 

 

c) The Standard Methods book went missing from the lab, I highly recommend that 

it be replaced as soon as possible. The SM book is the main reference book for 

laboratory operations. 

 

2. Sewer Plant Observations  

 

With Bruce leaving I have taken more time to do training with the new operators 

on plant operations. We reviewed the plant discharge permit, which is the 

document that spells out the required testing of the plant. 

 

a) Technician came to work on the centrifuge, sludge dewatering equipment, he 

found several issues. The three major ones were, the programing in the control 

panel. Somehow the program was changed and it did not have the right 

configuration to operate the centrifuge correctly. Second the sensor was not set 

correctly. The speed sensor was not set at the correct depth and was not reading 

the shaft speed correctly. This caused the equipment to shut down. Third, there 

were a couple of timers in the panel that were not wired correctly.  

He made all the correct repairs and adjustments, the centrifuge is now running 

and making bio-solids. 



b) We discussed plant operations and the plant is operating good level, as far as 

process treatment. Shannan is making small adjustments to maintain the plant 

running at an optimal condition. Items that she adjusted are RAS flow rate and 

wasting time, wasting adjusts the amount of TSS in the basin. Just by 

observation we could tell that the mixed liquor (Liquid in the aeration basin) 

was looking old, it had a dark color and the floating foam was think and dark. 

Indicators that we were not wasting enough. I also believe that the change in 

climate affected the process, after the adjustments the basin and the clarifier 

look better. 

 

Recommendations 

 

These are areas of concern that I recommend be addressed in a very near future. I 

understand that some of these items can be complicated to completed, but I feel that they 

are things that cannot be prolonged more than we have to. All of these concerns are 

solely for the better operation of the plant.   

 

a) SCADA and computer upgrade, the computers at the plant are very outdated, and 

their operating systems are no longer supported by the manufacturer. They no 

longer provide security updates for these computers, which could put them at risk. 

Upgrading the SCADA program would be of great benefit for the operators, it 

would give them the better capability to control the process. It would also give us 

the capability to monitor all the equipment, and it would notify us of any 

malfunctions. Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) this program 

is currently on Carl’s computer; his computer takes ten minutes or more to boot 

up.  We can easily replace his computer for less than $1000, I believe that this an 

essential work tool that needs to be replaced as soon as possible. 

 

b) Polymer mixer, every time that I’ve been at the plant they have been dealing with 

one problem or other on this unit. Replacing the unit would free up the operators 

to attend to other matters in the plant. Since the centrifuge is back up and running 

this should be the next issue to address, the cost to replace this unit will be around 

$8000.00. I have been in contact with the rep for a new unit and he has given me a 

quote for $7400 for a replacement unit. 

 

c) Influent channel shut off gate, we have decided that a gate in the influent (sewer 

water entering the treatment plant) channel would be the best location for a shut 

off. This would give us the ability to turn off the flow to the plant flow in a safe 

and easy manner. Which is not the case at this time, currently the only option is to 

plug the incoming pipe, which is a hazardous under taking to say the least. Having 



the gate would make it simple to turn off flow to conduct maintenance and in 

cases where we need to bypass the plant. I have also been in contact with the rep 

for the shut off gate they have given us a quote for $5300. 

 

d) Solids screens, they are older technology and are not very hygienic to operate or 

easy maintain. We should try to eliminate the exposure of infections to the 

operators. Newer technology equipment is easier to operate and maintain.   

 

e) The Emergency Response Plan for the treatment plant needs to be updated, I will 

work with Shannan to upgrade it and turn it to the state.  

 

3. Water System 

 

a) We reviewed the sampling requirements for the system, to ensure that we were up 

to date on testing and reports. Everything seems to be caught up, unfortunatly we 

need three more samples on the Terrace Well, the testing will comence in July 

and we need to take a sample monlthly for three months. 

 

b) Everything looks clean, and in order, they have done an excellent job of 

maintaining the water sites. 

 

c) Vulnerability Assessment Program, renewal form “B”. were sent into the state. 

Under the VAP we qualify for reduced water testing monitoring.   

Recommendations 

a) Signs should be posted at the well and tank sights, to discourage trespassing. 

 

This is only a very brief explanation of some of the items that I think need attention. If you 

would like a more in-depth explanation, please contact me at any time. 

 

I would like to state that the people and companies I have recommended have only a 

working relationship with me and I will not benefit in any way from them getting work 

from the city.  

 

I would also like to extend an invitation to all council, board members, and office personnel 

to tour the facilities.  

 

 

 

 



Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Raul Naranjo  

DRC Water and Wastewater Systems 

City of Ely 

 

Cell: 801-440-2790  

 

Email: tripnsd@gmail.com 
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