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                          CITY OF ELY 

                                       501 Mill Street Ely, Nevada 89301 

                                                            City Hall (775) 289-2430 

                                                             Fax (775) 289-1463 

 

 

 

 

 

ELY CITY COUNCIL  

REGULAR MEETING   

 

July 23, 2020  5:00 p.m. – Ely Volunteer Fire Hall – 499 Mill Street – Ely, Nevada 

 

1. Mayor Robertson called the regular meeting of the Ely City Council to order at 5:00 P.M., led in the 

Pledge of Allegiance and Pastor Ian Bullis offered the Invocation. Mayor Robertson then asked for a 

moment of silence in memory of Bob Bartlett and Garey Harrison, former City of Ely mayors, and 

community leader Lance Gale. After the moment of silence, Mayor Robertson asked for Roll Call. 

 

   Members present: 

   Mayor Nathan Robertson 

   Councilman Ernie Flangas 

Councilman Kurt Carson 

Councilman Ed Spear 

Councilman Jim Alworth 

Councilwoman Michelle Beecher 

 

 City Officials and Staff present: 

   City Clerk Jennifer Lee 

   City Attorney Caroline Townsend 

   City Treasurer Janette Trask 

   City Building Official Brad Christensen 

   Public Works Supervisor Mike Cracraft 

   Municipal Court Judge Mike Coster 

   City Engineer B.J. Almberg 

   City Fire Chief Ross Rivera 

   City Assistant Fire Chief Pat Stork 

    

  

Also in attendance: Members of the public in attendance at the Volunteer Fire Hall signed in 

(appears below) and the following persons attended via video conference: Pastor Ian Bullis, Caroline 

McIntosh, and Burton Hilton.  

 

 

 
 

 

2.PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Terry McIntosh read the following statement into the record:  
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Caroline McIntosh stated thank you for your consideration in supporting working parents and families in 

your CARES spending act. The Boys and Girls Club and Magic Carpet Preschool are here to help and 

make sure our working parents are able to fulfill their employment and make sure our businesses stay 

open.  

George Chachas stated on your agenda item 7C-4 you’re to consider advertising for a fire chief, yet on the 

agenda you’re to consider appointing Pat Stork as fire chief. Is this temporary while you advertise? 

Should you have someone in a full-time position who’s operating a full-time business? On your agenda 

item 7C-11, you’re to consider dust problems on Avenue A and B; you need to consider a general 

improvement district for that area. The City does not own Avenue A. Homeowners pay for the 

improvements first and then the City maintains. On your agenda item 7C-7, you’re to consider that all 

complaints are processed by the city attorney’s office. Complaints should be handled by the city manager, 

which they are not, or the mayor and council members. The attorney should only be used when litigating; 

other than that, you’re paying way too much. At the special Utility Board meeting held July 23, 2020, 

Councilman Carson expressed concern about keeping the City’s water storage tanks full. Is the Golf 

Course using City water for irrigation? If they are, what is the usage and what do they pay? Councilman 

Alworth brought this up at an earlier meeting; there’s been no follow-up that I know of. I want to know if 

the hayfield next to Bath Lumber is irrigated with City water. On December 5, 2019, the City paid Reck 

Bros. for patching at the Copper Queen; why are you patching private property?  
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City Clerk Lee read the following statement from Keith and Ann Rogers into the record: 

 

City Clerk Lee read the following statement from Brett North into the record: 

 

3.  Mayor – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Agenda, including removal of agenda 

items. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to approve the agenda as presented. Councilman Carson seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
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4. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

➢ FIRE CHIEF 

City Fire Chief Rivera stated yesterday on a call, Rescue 4 had a blowout that damaged its side panel. 

Tires have been ordered for Rescue 6. The Station’s solar panels have been inoperable, and I’ve been 

hounding Gust Electric to get them working.  

 

➢ MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE 

Municipal Court Judge Mike Coster reviewed his report on file at City Hall.  

 

➢ CITY PUBLIC WORKS SUPERVISOR 

City Public Works Supervisor Cracraft stated we’re doing a chip on Mill and a half inch chip on Belfort 

next Tuesday. 

 

➢ CITY ENGINEER 

City Engineer Almberg stated we had an Aultman project kickoff meeting with NDOT earlier this week. 

We submitted the effluent plan to the State.  

 

6.    REPORTS 

 CITY COUNCIL 

Councilwoman Beecher stated yesterday we received word that RNDC will be receiving $3,000,000.00 to 

be used in all the rural counties for 2% business loans up to $500,000.00. 

 

 MAYOR 

Mayor Robertson reviewed his report appearing below and stated we did have a few servants of our 

community pass away in the last couple weeks; we flew the flag at half staff on the days of their 

respective funerals. I participated Wednesday in a phone conference with the White House regarding the 

COVID-19 situation and attended most of the County Health Board meeting.  

 

 
 

6.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES BOARD. 

1. Board Members – City Engineer Almberg – Discussion/For Possible Action – Bid Award for 

Murry Street Sewer Main Upgrade Project Phase I & Phase II, CDBG funded project 19/PF/02 

and 20/PF/08, (PWP# WP-2020-203). 

 

Councilman Carson stated this came before the Utility Board this morning and the consensus was JCR 

was the lowest qualified bidder.  
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City Engineer Almberg reviewed the Murry Street Sewer Main Upgrade Project Phase I & Phase II bid 

tab appearing above. 

 

Councilman Alworth moved to award the bid for the Murry Street Sewer Main Upgrade Project Phase I & 

Phase II to JCR Development. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

2. Councilman Carson – Discussion Only – Review of Robinson Nevada Mining Company’s July 

15, 2020 letter regarding a meeting timeline to discuss amendments to the Water Supply 

Agreement. 

 

Councilman Carson stated the mine is still collecting some data. We weren’t asking for their data on the 

water table. We’re asking about the electrical escrow account data that we sent them. The water table 

changes constantly; it depends on how much they’re pumping or not pumping and the moisture of the 

year. I did put in supporting documentation a letter from April 2018 which asked the mine to open up new 

negotiations for the escrow agreement on the electrical costs. The initial 2009 agreement was for twenty-

five years of Murry Springs being depleted and 3,000 GPM. Now we’re up over seventy-five years, so I 

think it’s imperative we start negotiating electrical costs into the escrow fund.   

 
3. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Consideration and possible approval to 

purchase Biobot Analytics antibody testing apparatus to assist White Pine County Public Health 

Office in assessing coronavirus infection rate in community.   

 
Councilman Carson stated this went in front of the Utility Board this morning. We need a couple tools to 

take the sampler. We do not have the composite sampler, which I believe our water operator in Wendover 

has.  

 

Mayor Robertson stated this was a question from the hospital; they thought any further data points would 

be helpful in tracking the virus and keeping businesses open.  

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to table this item. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously.  

 
7.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ONLY OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL. 

A.  CONSENT AGENDA 

  

MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda item 7A-2 Bills.  

  

Moved by: Councilman Carson Second by: Councilwoman Beecher   Vote: Unanimous 

 

2. Discussion/For Possible Action –Bills.  

• July 10, 2020 

 

B.   OLD BUSINESS 

 
1. Councilman Alworth – Discussion/For Possible Action – Formulation of plan to deal with slum 

and blight in the City of Ely.  

Councilman Alworth moved to direct the City Clerk to form a committee to formulate a plan to deal with 

slum and blight in the City of Ely. Councilman Flangas seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

C.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Mayor Robertson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Coronavirus Relief Fund 

Eligibility Certification; Coronavirus Relief Fund Terms and Conditions Agreement and City of 

Ely Coronavirus Relief Fund Expenditure Plan.   

 

Mayor Robertson stated there’s quite a few certifications we have to attest to in order to get these funds, 

mainly that we’re following the Governor’s Directives. We can now have some discussion on the City of 

Ely Coronavirus Relief Fund Expenditure Plan (appears below), which the Budget Committee put 

together earlier.  
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Mayor Robertson stated I recommend we allocate $10,000 towards a County health officer and the other 

$40,000 would get rolled over to the EMS equipment. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to approve the Coronavirus Relief Fund Eligibility Certification, 

Coronavirus Relief Fund Terms and Conditions Agreement and the City of Ely Coronavirus Relief Fund 

Expenditure Plan with Mayor Robertson’s noted changes. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

2. Mayor Robertson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Acceptance of City Attorney Caroline 

Townsend’s July 7, 2020 resignation. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to accept City Attorney Caroline Townsend’s July 7, 2020 resignation. 

Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

3. Mayor Robertson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Acceptance of City Fire Chief Ross 

Rivera’s July 8, 2020 resignation. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to accept City Fire Chief Rivera’s resignation. Councilman Spear 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 

4. Mayor Robertson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Ratification of Mayor Robertson’s 

direction to Human Resources to advertise the City Attorney and Fire Chief positions.  
 

Councilman Carson moved to ratify Mayor Robertson’s direction to Human Resources to advertise the 

City Attorney and Fire Chief positions. Councilman Spear seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  
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5. Mayor Robertson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Advice and Consent of City Council to 

approve Mayor Robertson’s appointment of Pat Stork as Fire Chief of the City of Ely. 

 

Mayor Robertson stated based upon advice received from POOL PACT, what I’m going to ask for tonight 

is to approve my appointment of Pat Stork as interim Fire Chief and we will bring all applicants back for 

the next regular City Council meeting.  

 

Councilman Carson stated Pat Stork has been a good friend for the past twenty years, but I don’t think it 

will sway my opinion one way or another.  

 

Councilman Alworth stated I have to echo what Councilman Carson said. I’ve been fighting fires with Pat 

for thirty-six years.  

 

Councilman Carson moved to approve Mayor Robertson’s appointment of Pat Stork as interim Fire Chief 

of the City of Ely after Ross Rivera’s retirement on July 31, 2020. Councilwoman Beecher seconded the 

motion. 

 

Councilman Alworth stated I’d like some clarification of what Pat’s wage will be during that two weeks. 

 

City Treasurer Trask stated when Ross was out, Pat was paid 5% over his current wage.  

 

Councilman Carson’s motion carried unanimously.  

 

6. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of letter to Governor Sisolak 

asking to review future COVID-19 restrictions based on counties’ individual data. 

Councilman Carson stated if our numbers stay gradual here, I’d rather not be lumped in with Vegas.  

 

Mayor Robertson stated I’d like to note we have been treated separately than Vegas. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher stated the last line could read “The City of Ely has a tremendous amount of 

respect for the challenges you face during this pandemic.” 

 

Mayor Robertson stated I recommend we send it to the LEAP Committee, instead of the Governor; 

they’re the ones that seem to be advocating for our rural areas. 

 

Councilman Alworth stated send it to the LEAP, with a Cc: to the Governor.  

 

Councilman Carson moved to approve the letter with Councilwoman Beecher’s changes, sending it to the 

Local Empowerment Advisory Council (LEAP), copying Governor Sisolak, requesting that future 

COVID-19 restrictions be based upon counties’ individual data. Councilman Alworth seconded the 

motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

7. Council Members – City Clerk Lee – Discussion/For Possible Action – Direction that all 

complaints be processed by City Attorney’s office.  

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to direct that all complaints be processed by the City Attorney’s office. 

Councilman Alworth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

8. Councilwoman Beecher – Discussion/For Possible Action – Discontinuation of sending the 

existing form letter on file for COVID-19 related complaints. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher stated some of the business owners I’ve talked to weren’t happy with the 

response they got.  

 

Councilman Spear stated it’s something the attorney should draft anyway.  

 

Mayor Robertson stated the attorney did draft the first letter. The processes were followed. If there’s a 

different response you want on the letter, we still need to be responding to citizens’ complaints.  

 

Councilman Alworth asked after the stir got caused, was another letter sent out? 

 

City Clerk Lee stated no. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher stated I’m not comfortable citing the public nuisance code when our businesses 

are struggling.   
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Councilman Spear moved to discontinue sending the existing form letter on file for COVID-19 related 

complaints. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

9. Councilwoman Beecher – Discussion/For Possible Action – Formulation of process to respond to 

complaints related to Governor’s current emergency directives. 

 

Mayor Robertson stated even if we go to the business personally, there needs to be a paper trail; that 

protects our staff and the person getting the complaint.  

 

City Attorney Townsend stated we can table this item and I can draft a letter for the next meeting.  

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to direct the city attorney to draft a response letter to be brought back for 

review. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

10. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action - First Reading of Ordinance 734, Bill 

2020-06, with approval to move to the second reading. Ordinance 734 amends Chapter 5 of Title 

1 of the City Code of the City of Ely to amend the department scopes and jurisdiction, appointed 

liaisons’ responsibilities, and proscribing that no city official may be appointed to a department if 

such appointment implicates a conflict of interest.  

Councilman Spear moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 734, with approval to move to the 

second reading. Councilman Alworth seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

11. Councilman Spear – Discussion/For Possible Action – Discussion regarding dust problem on 

Avenues A and B from 11th Street to 13th Street AND possible direction regarding solutions 

including but not limited to periodic moistening with water truck, sending a letter to Police Chief 

Henriod requesting additional patrolling; and request for future oil overlay project from Regional 

Transportation Commission.  

 

Councilman Spear stated I have a piece of property on the corner across from the McIntoshes. I’ve 

witnessed the same thing and Terry’s been talking to me for quite some time about it, but the other day 

another property owner told me that these riders go over the railroad tracks onto his road spinning brodies 

and creating a dust issue. The Railroad owns Avenue A. We own 13th Street. Dust abatement on any 

contract site is mandatory. I would like to see a chloride solution put on. Sheriff Henriod needs to spend 

more time down there. Maybe we need another OHV sign on C and 13th.  

 

Councilman Alworth stated the speed is a law enforcement issue. There’s plans for Avenue A to be 

asphalted. I recommend that Cracraft talks with the County next time they have a mag chloride shipment 

in and spray Avenue B to reduce the dust. I don’t think you need to add or take away OHV signs. I move 

to investigate the feasibility of putting mag chloride on the road section in question. 

 

Councilman Carson seconded Councilman Alworth’s motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

12. Councilman Spear– Discussion/For Possible Action - First Reading of Ordinance 736, Bill 2020-

08, with approval to move to the second reading. Ordinance # amends Title 3, 

Chapter 2 entitled ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, removing Special Events Sections. 

 

Councilwoman Beecher moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 736, with approval to move to 

the second reading. Councilman Spear seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

13. Councilman Spear– Discussion/For Possible Action - First Reading of Ordinance 737, Bill 2020-

09, with approval to move to the second reading. Ordinance # amends Title 3, 

Chapter 9 entitled TEMPORARY BUSINESS LICENSES, incorporating special events and 

providing exceptions. 

 

Councilman Alworth moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 737, with approval to move to the 

second reading. Councilwoman Beecher seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

14. Councilman Alworth – Discussion/For Possible Action – Direction to order and install sign at 

Highway 6/Mill Street junction which states: “No Vehicles over 26000 GVW”. 

 

Councilman Alworth moved to request that the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) install a 

sign at the Highway 6/Mill Street junction stating “No Vehicles over 26000 GVW”. Councilman Carson 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
8.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

George Chachas stated ongoing concerns regarding the liens list; a rumored embezzlement at the 

Railroad; that the Railroad should be placed back under the purview of the City; the curb and gutter 
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installed on Avenue D and the 490 feet of steel pipe from the Murry Street project. In regards to noticing 

businesses with no masks, I heard about one getting cited; I went in there a couple days later and of the 

five people I passed, three were employees, no masks; two individuals, no masks and I was the only one 

wearing a mask. You have a problem out there. I don’t want that virus to spread. I understand where 

people are coming from, but it’s the law. We have laws for liquor, prostitution, etc. We may not like them 

all, but we have to enforce them. In regards to the letter to the Governor, you don’t have to like the 

individual; you need to respect the position.    

 
9.  ADJOURNMENT: THE MEETING MAY BE ADJOURNED BY APPROPRIATE MOTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  

 

Councilman Alworth moved to adjourn the regular meeting of the Ely City Council at 7:00 p.m. 

Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

_________________________ 

                       Mayor 

 

 

__________________         

 Attest 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


