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                                            CITY OF ELY                     

                            501 Mill Street Ely, Nevada 89301 
                                                      City Hall (775) 289-2430 - Fax (775) 289-1463        

ELY CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING 

AGENDA 

 

September 27, 2018  5:00 p.m. – Ely Volunteer Fire Hall - 499 Mill Street-Ely, Nevada. 

 

1. Mayor Van Camp called the regular meeting of the Ely City Council to order at 5:01 p.m., led 

in the Pledge of Allegiance, Pastor Ian Bullis offered the Invocation and Mayor Van Camp asked 

for Roll Call.  
Members present: 

 Mayor Melody Van Camp 

 Councilman Kurt Carson 

 Councilman Tony DeFelice 

 Councilwoman Jolene Gardner 

 Councilman Sam Hanson 

Members absent: 

 Councilman Ernie Flangas 

City Officials and Staff present: 

City Administrator Robert Switzer 

City Attorney Charles Odgers 

City Engineer B.J. Almberg 

City Fire Chief Ross Rivera 

City Police Chief Scott Henriod 

Municipal Court Judge Michael Coster 

City Building Official Brad Christiansen 

Deputy City Clerk Jennifer Lee 

 

Also in attendance: Members of the public signed in (appears below). 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT                                                                                                                   
Kerri Pintar stated for Jolene, the RTC, the City Road Department and everybody that’s been involved in 

us getting the first treatment on our road for the same process as the Georgetown Road, we are very 

appreciative. We were told that this will fail through the winter, but will be completed next summer. 

Deputy City Clerk Lee read the four letters appearing below into the record.  
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Nathan Robertson stated my name is Nathan Robertson. I’m the owner of 1625 Avenue F, the Soak & 

Suds laundromat, here to comment on item B-3 from the agenda. I’m against this. I saw Steve Baer this 

morning and got a copy of the proposal. This would drastically impact the access to my business, 

especially during the summer months; we have a lot of people with RVs and semitrucks passing through. 

I can’t have that being a dead-end road; there’s no way for those people to turn around. Those impacts 

those other property owners like Recks and Gust too because if people can’t turn around, they’re using 

private parking lots and that’s not fair to them. It is a bad intersection; it is clumsily laid out, but there’s 

got to be a better solution than closing it.  

Bobby Parker stated I’ve been looking at property owned by the City off of Lackawanna, the old White 

Pine County dump road; it was listed by Keller Williams for $109,000.00. I found out today that 

somebody on the City Council accepted a bid for $4,000.00. This property was forty acres. I didn’t get a 

chance to put in a bid.  

City Engineer Almberg stated it’s a different parcel. That’s not the City parcel you’re talking about.   

Bobby Parker stated the realtor told me it was accepted.  
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City Building Official Christiansen stated at the County Commission meeting yesterday.  

Terry Gust stated I’m the owner of 1539 Avenue F. and it houses State probation offices, plus Stewart 

Title Company. Closure of Avenue F wouldn’t be an advantage to anybody that has a business or property 

on that street. It’s a tough deal now the way it is because I do have a legal approach to the viaduct and I 

get cars going through there, rather than going up. If that intersection was closed, you’d be forcing people 

to put up fences to keep the other people off their property. So, take that into consideration.  

Allen Wise stated I’m Allen Wise, although I’m a County resident, I have driven over that intersection 

since 1972; there have been a few wrecks there, but usually it’s because of people not paying attention. 

Coming from the hospital, the City has a good YIELD sign, but it’s too far back. Just like everyone else, 

I’m opposed to it. In fact, the first letter from John O’Flaherty was the best. If you’re looking at that 

intersection, you’ve got an intersection at Sportsworld that is the same way, although that one street’s one 

way. You also have another street on the other side, which is the same type of intersection that NDOT is 

wanting to close. If you’re going to close one, close them all. They’re using an NRS to go after closure. 

There’s probably been more wrecks on those two intersections then there ever have been by Sagebrush 

Texico. I was at the Landfill today. You guys are trying to do Recycling and what I saw out there appalled 

me. I don’t know who did it, but in the metal pile there were probably 200-300 T posts, - which were 

damaged – a bunch of conduits used for chain link fencing. Also thrown in there, I would estimate, was 

ninety brand new spools of barbed wire. Why don’t we change your policy? If that’s restricted, pull it out. 

Use it or donate it to people. Why aren’t we recycling that type of stuff? Why let them melt it down? Use 

it! I’m sure the City could use some of it. It’s great for putting on the top of chain link fence for security.  

George Chachas stated on your agenda item 8-2 policy 3, possible increase license fees for un-spayed or 

un-neutered dog, $100.00 Is excessive; it should be reduced. Also, you have not addressed any licensing 

of cats. You’re discriminating against dog owners by making them foot the bill for Animal Control. Cat 

owners need to pay the same fees. On your agenda item 10B-1 you’re to consider approval of Steptoe 

Valley Trap Skeet and Target club’s application for a building permit for hunter safety education as a 

community activity. Is there going to be any shooting within the building? If so, it needs to be denied. 

There’s already a building at the old range in Murry Canyon. Stop the duplication, taxpayers’ money.  

Keep in mind that the County may enact a two-mile ‘no shooting’ ordinance. You may not do any 

shooting near homes or the highways per NRS. On your agenda item 10B-9 you’re to consider a Main 

Street organization: Where are you going to get the money? You’ve not addressed ADA; weeds; selective 

enforcement; junk yards near a new four million dollar high-end motel; raggedy, pot-holed streets; and 

you’re going to join an organization that’s going to tell you what I just mentioned, only you’re paying for 

it. I’m free! Your building inspector’s yet to address the incompetent roofing job done on my building; he 

destroyed the historic architecture of my building and now you’re going to have a main street project 

telling me I’ve got to fix that? You have an obligation to protect me. You better start doing something. On 

your agenda item 10B-1 you’re to consider the approval to send an offer of settlement to S & S Shortline; 

there should be no settlement considered until they have paid all their fees and obligations to the City. At 

your Council meeting held on June 25, 2018, the S & S representative implied reports had been sent to the 

City regarding track rental; who received them? Why wasn’t that reported earlier?   

Mark Bassett stated on your agenda item B-9 on the Main Street program, I was a project manager for 

Main Street in Laramie, Wyoming thirty years ago; that project is really needed here in Ely. When 

Wyoming did this, they did five communities. One of the communities was Rawlins, Wyoming; its 

downtown at that time makes our downtown look wonderful, that’s how bad it was. The Rawlins 

downtown Main Street project was awarded the Main Street City of the Year about three years ago. One 

of the things we’re seeing is we’re hitting our upper limit of our passengers because people come here and 

they’re looking for things a tourist community would have and we don’t have that. Main Street is the first 

step in a long road to address these issues. I would volunteer to assist with this program because it’s really 

needed. On B-11, the settlement offer, the Board of Directors of the Foundation voted unanimously to 

pursue that settlement offer.  

 

3.  Mayor – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Agenda, including removal of agenda 

items. 

 

City Attorney Odgers stated I’m going to ask you to remove B-10, based on my discussions with the 

Nevada National Guard; they’re going to send a letter to address at the next City Council to allow the 

National Guard to terminate the lease, to transfer the lease agreement to the State, and allow the State to 

find a State agency to occupy that building.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the agenda, minus item 10B-10. Councilwoman Gardner 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
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4.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ONLY OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL.  

 

1. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Proclamation declaring the 

week of October 23-31, 2018 Red Ribbon week in the City of Ely. 

 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve a proclamation declaring October 23-31, 2018 Red Ribbon Week 

in the City of Ely. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mary Kerner read Red Ribbon Week Proclamation into record. 

 

5. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 FIRE CHIEF  

City Fire Chief Rivera stated the Honor Camp painted our doors and did our weeds. City crews did the 

asphalt in front.  

 POLICE CHIEF 
Police Chief Henriod stated on the new Court House and Jail expansion project, we have hired LCA as 

our architect along with our construction company, CORE Construction. Right now, we’re doing 

conceptual plans to meet our budget. Last week we went through Lander County’s Courthouse, which is a 

little over two years old. We’re hoping to make that a reality next year.  

 MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE 

Municipal Judge Coster stated I am nearing the end of my training cycle; I have about a day left. We had 

training about confidentiality of records and conversations outside of the work place. I’ve had a couple 

people come to me to express appreciation for the Court’s speedy response.  

 CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

City Administrator Switzer stated we had a presentation by POOL PACT for a Safe and Sober Workplace 

and got as many employees there as we could. 

 CITY ATTORNEY 

City Attorney Odgers stated you’ve been getting my emails, so you know what I’ve been working on.  

 CITY ENGINEER 

City Engineer Almberg stated NDOT forwarded some information on right-of-way issues around the 

museum this week; I got that to Chuck and will assist Chuck to find answers to their questions. I want to 

thank Julie in City Hall; we’ve been doing water analysis on portions of our system and she’s been 

providing meter reading stats. The big thing we’ve been working on is our Aultman sewer/water; we’re in 

the process of a ton of coordination with NDOT since there’s some very congested locations on Aultman 

Street.  

6. NNRY FOUNDATION REPORT 

NNRY President Bassett reviewed the Nevada Northern Railway Foundation August 2018 report 

appearing below and stated the biggest news is 2019 is the 100
th
 anniversary of completion of 

transcontinental railroad in Promontory, Utah and we have been receiving phone calls from people saying 

‘what are we going to do?’ The State of Utah and the Union Pacific Railroad are investing two million 

dollars to bring people out west next year, so we put up our 2019 schedule early and we offer 916 events 

that can all be booked online. We also have over five hundred room nights available in the Bunk House 
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and Caboose. Over Labor Day Weekend, we brought out all of our steam powered equipment for a group 

photograph. September is running twenty-five percent (25%) ahead of last year. We were featured in the 

Los Angeles Times for our Star Trains; fortunately we had the 2019 Star Train schedule up, so we’re 

selling 2019 Star Train tickets already. A couple of the weekends are sold out next year for our “Be the 

Engineer” program. The Travel Channel did a feature on “Twenty Terrific Train Trips for Family 

Adventures” and we were one of the trips.  
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Mayor Van Camp stated you guys did a wonderful job on Race the Rails; it was the second year it was 

put on and I participated. You had twenty-five more than last year? 

NNRY President Bassett stated yes. We went to Tour and Rec. this morning and are planning on it for 

next year.  
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7.  REPORTS 

 CITY COUNCIL 

Councilman Hanson reviewed his report appearing below and stated I attended the County Water 

Advisory Board meeting yesterday. I visited with Ernie, he sends greetings and anticipates being back 

with us.  
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 MAYOR 

Mayor Van Camp reviewed her report appearing below and stated I attended the Broadband meeting; 

they’re bringing updates regarding getting better internet to this area and we had the School District, 

Police Department, and Tribe there. It’s a slow process, but we are ahead of other communities. I also 

attended a meeting on the window painting.  

 

 

10.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ONLY OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL.  

B.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Council Members – City Administrator Switzer – Lindsey Wanless of Leavitt Group Insurance  – 

Discussion/For Possible Action –Selection of a 2018-2019 Group Health Insurance Plan for City 

of Ely employees.  

 

Jeff Hyde of  Leavitt Group Insurance reviewed the City of Ely Health Benefits bid tab appearing below 

and stated we went out to bid like we’ve done every year. There are limited options within the White Pine 

County area. In the health insurance world, there has been legislation passed that allows for association 

plans; that information will start to hit in 2019. For those buying insurance individually, it is rough.  
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Councilman Hanson moved to approve the same Sierra Health ($2,000.00/80% HSA) 2018-2019 group 

insurance Plan. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

8.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE ANIMAL CONTROL ADVISORY BOARD. 

 

1. Board Members – Animal Control Officer Hayes – Discussion/For Possible Action – Acceptance 

of the Animal Control Advisory Board’s prioritized goals and priorities.  

 

City Attorney Odgers reviewed the Animal Control Advisory Board’s prioritized goals appearing below.  

 

Councilman Hanson moved to accept the Animal Control Advisory Board’s prioritized goals and 

priorities. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Member Eldridge – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval to implement any or all of the 

following revenue generating policies for Animal Control: 1) Electronic or paper reminders when 

dog licenses expire; 2)  Requirement that local veterinarians provide to the City of Ely, on a 

monthly basis, a list of owners who have had their dogs vaccinated for rabies, so that licensing 

notices can be sent to them; and 3) An increased license fee for un-spayed or un-neutered dogs of 

$100.00, unless owner possesses a breeders license.   

 

City Attorney Odgers reviewed the applicable Animal Control Board minutes appearing below.  
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Councilman Carson asked can we make vets do that? 

City Attorney Odgers stated we can request that. We have no vets in the City. The County would have to 

adopt an ordinance to require that.  

Councilman Carson stated it seems more user friendly to just work with the vets instead of mandating 

something.  

Animal Control Advisory Board Chairwoman Roberts-McMurray stated one of our board members, Dr. 

Eldridge, suggested this, so I don’t think it’s going to be a problem. If we can get the doctors to give us a 

list of the rabies vaccinations, then we can send out licensing notifications; hopefully, we can get a 

volunteer to do that because it’s just paperwork and they’re not interacting with an animal. We would get 

more people to license their animals, revenue would certainly come in, and maybe it would create more 

responsible animal owners in the City, in the County.  

Mayor Van Camp stated I listened to Julie Spear’s letter about the increased licensed fee.  

Animal Control Advisory Board Chairwoman Roberts-McMurray stated we’re trying to get pet owners to 

be more responsible. When you don’t spay or neuter your animal, you’re causing more animals to be in 

the shelter, more animals to be euthanized. Quite frankly, it’s $60.00 to spay or neuter your pet; if they 

can’t afford $60.00 to spay or neuter their pet, maybe there should be a repercussion of $100.00 if the 

animal ends up being out.  
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City Attorney Odgers stated Clark and Washoe counties have the same requirement and the State law 

does require spay and neutering.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve all three of the revenue generating policies suggested by the 

Animal Control Board. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion.  

Councilman Carson stated I think $100.00 is a little steep.  

City Attorney Odgers stated if this passes, it will come back to you as a resolution.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried unanimously.  

3. Board Members – Animal Control Officer Hayes – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval 

for Animal Control Officer Hayes to attend Saving Nevada’s Pets conference October 25-26, 

2018 in Reno, Nevada as Humane Network’s guest; Humane Network will cover travel expenses 

and hotel.  
 

City Attorney Odgers stated this request comes from me. It was sent to me from the Humane Society; it is 

geared towards facilities like ours and gives access to grants. It’s not going to cost the City anything, 

other than Andrew being gone. 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve for Animal Control Officer Hayes to attend Saving Nevada’s Pets 

conference October 25-26, 2018 in Reno, Nevada. Councilman DeFelice seconded the motion. The 

motion carried unanimously.  

9.   ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE MUNICIPAL UTILITIES BOARD. 
 

1. Board Members – City Administrator Switzer – Discussion/For Possible Action – Authorization 

for mayor to sign water pipeline Right of Way NVN-059250 BLM Assignor Consent form and 

BLM application, transferring Mineral Heights water pipeline right of way from Robinson 

Nevada Mining Company to the City of Ely.   

 

City Administrator Switzer stated this was considered at the last Utility Board meeting and they 

recommended passage. This issue was brought to my attention last year by a right-of-way BLM agent and 

Robinson Nevada Mine employee.  

Councilman Hanson moved to authorize for the mayor to sign water pipeline Right of Way NVN-059250 

Assignor Consent form and BLM application, transferring Mineral Heights water pipeline right of way 

from Robinson Nevada Mining Company to the City of Ely.  Councilwoman Gardner seconded the 

motion. 

Councilman Carson asked are there rental fees on that property? 

City Attorney Odgers stated we will. It’s $474.85 a year. 

City Administrator Switzer stated the rental fees are paid up until 2024.   

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried unanimously.  

2. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval to allow the property owners of 

930 S. Michigan Avenue (APN 010-650-28) to connect to the City of Ely water line abutting the 

southwest corner of their property, waiving the Ely City Code 10-2-4-F-1 requirement, which is 

supported by NRS 534.120 (4), that the property owners must install an 8” water main for the full 

length of their property in order to connect to the City of Ely water system; the property owners 

are Ed and Debborah Carpenter.   

 

Ed Carpenter stated we’d like to request a waiver for having to extend basically a stub with a fire hydrant 

across the front of our property attaching to nothing.  

Debborah Carpenter stated the properties beyond ours are already improved as much as they’re going to 

be, they’re on wells and are not going to connect to the City.  

Ed Carpenter stated I understand the City would like a loop in place, but the remainder of it, I don’t see a 

plan in place to continue this.  

City Attorney Odgers stated the Utilities Board’s recommendation was to deny the request. Nevada 

Revised Statutes require that anybody within four hundred feet (400’) of a water source or sewer line to 

connect to that water or sewer line. In this particular case, Nevada Revised Statutes also requires you to 

extend that along the entire length of the property. The reason that is in the statute and the ordinance is 
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because future owners have a right to attach to that same water line. I recommend against it because of 

statute and the ordinance.  

Mayor Van Camp asked I talked to B.J. about this. We can’t annex them because there’s County property. 

City Engineer Almberg stated they’re not contiguous to the City. Mr. Carpenter came to my office and we 

talked about this. I explained that I don’t have the authority to waive that connection and that it would 

have to come back to you guys to waive that connection. Chuck is correct in why that hasn’t happened. 

The reason there’s a water line adjacent to Mr. Carpenter’s property today is because the property owner 

to the south of him extended it to the end of their property. We would be going against City Code. I 

expressed to Mr. Carpenter the City’s desire to create a looped system east of the highway. Last City 

Council meeting, a property owner south of the Sheriff’s Office requested the extension of that line, so it 

is in the works as the community develops to have a looped system. It would be hard to waive it for him 

and require a future property owner to extend the line further.  

Ed Carpenter asked what is the distance between the extension that’s proposed and our four hundred feet? 

City Engineer Almberg stated by the time he finishes developing his property, we will be about nine 

hundred feet (900’) from you on Michigan. There is a lot of vacant land adjacent to the Tribe’s truck stop. 

Ed Carpenter stated the alternative is to drill a well then. 

City Attorney Odgers stated no. The law won’t allow you to drill a well. 

City Engineer Almberg stated we regularly get requests from well drillers. The well drillers have to file a 

notice of intent to drill a well; if that well is within proximity of the City, the State Engineer’s Office 

makes that well driller get a waiver from us. We say on those waivers ‘we have no water in the area’. In 

this circumstance, based on my conversation with the State Engineer’s Office, even if they tried to do a 

well and that well driller came into us, that waiver would have to come to the City to waive that 

requirement. The State Engineer’s Office said even if the City decided to allow him to put in a well, he 

may not waive it to allow them to drill a well.  

3. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Direction to City staff and the Council 

Landfill liaison to meet with Paul Holdaway of Outwest Excavation regarding whether to 

continue the metal recycling contract or renegotiate the contract terms, pursuant to Article III 

Section 3.0. “Term” in current contract dated December 22, 2016. 
 

Deputy City Clerk Lee read email (appears below) from Paul Holdaway, owner of Outwest Excavation, 

into the record. 

 

Councilman Carson stated this is absolutely nothing personal. I’ve had contracts before too. I know when 

they expire. I know the terms of them and if I want to renew them, I show up to that office and I – 

paperwork in hand – and I want to secure that contract. It specifically says in this that the parties shall, 

upon the sale of the metal recycling pile prior to January 2020, meet and confer; that’s all I’m trying to 

do. This is not personal. 

City Attorney Odgers stated if the City Council passes this today, we’ll have a demand to meet and confer 

issued to Clarkson & Associates to invoke that provision of the contract. The Utility Board recommended 

approval by the members present. 

Councilman Hanson stated I would move that we direct City staff and the Council Landfill liaison to meet 

with Paul Holdaway of Outwest Excavation regarding continuance of the metal recycling contract and 

renegotiating the contract terms, pursuant to Article III Section 3.0. “Term” in contract dated December 

22, 2016. 

Councilman Carson stated I’ll second. 
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Mayor Van Camp asked any more discussion? All in favor?  

Councilman Hanson voted Aye. 

Councilman DeFelice voted Aye. 

Councilman Carson voted Aye. 

Councilwoman Gardner voted Nay. 

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried 3 to 1, with Councilwoman Gardner voting Nay. 

10.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ONLY OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL.  

A.  CONSENT AGENDA  
MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda items 10A-1 Minutes & 10A-2 Bills. 

Moved by: Councilman Hanson  Second by: Councilman Carson   Vote: Unanimous 

1. Discussion/For Possible Action –Minutes.  

 August 9, 2018 

 August 22, 2018 

 August 23, 2018 

2. Discussion/For Possible Action –Bills.  

 September 6, 2018 

 September 21, 2018 
 

City Attorney Odgers stated my son received a subpoena payment. 

B.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Councilman Carson – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of 

Steptoe Valley Trap, Skeet and Target Club’s grant application with Nevada Department of 

Wildlife for construction of a building for purposes of hunter safety education and other 

community activity.  

 
City Attorney Odgers stated Bill Ricci came to my office. NDOW has a $350,000.00 grant that they 

would like to give to the Steptoe Valley Trap Skeet and Target Club to build a building for hunter safety. 

Contrary to George’s contention, this has nothing to do with actual shooting in the building; it is an 

educational building, it would be placed on our property and improve it. They have a long term lease on 

our property. The grant does require that in the event the Steptoe Valley Trap Skeet and Target Club 

folds, that the City take over the building.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the Steptoe Valley Trap, Skeet and Target Club’s grant 

application with Nevada Department of Wildlife for construction of a building for purposes of hunter 

safety education and other community activity. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously.  

3. Council Members – City Engineer Almberg – NDOT Ely District Engineer Steve Baer – 

Discussion/For Possible Action – Concurrence with NDOT’s intent to close the Avenue F 

extension, located at E.15
th
 Street (across from the Sage Brush Texaco) as part of the NDOT 

project to bring the intersection at Aultman/E.15
th
 Streets up to current standards. 

NDOT District Engineer Steve Baer stated through the course of our project we’ve identified the Avenue 

F extension and we have determined because of the speed and geometrics of that location – there is a 

number of serious accidents that have happened and the layout is confusing – to propose that we close off 

that leg of Avenue F to improve safety. We do have NRSs that will support that. We’re not going to push 

this on you. If you feel you want to keep it open, that’s your prerogative. The improvements would be 

taking place on City right-of-way. It would be funded and built by DOT as a part of the project; all 

maintenance of the barrier after that would be turned over to the City. I see it as a big safety improvement.  

Mayor Van Camp stated we were hearing from a lot of the business people in that area, telling us that 

they weren’t informed or involved in this project.   

NDOT District Engineer Baer stated that is very possible. This came up last minute.  

City Attorney Odgers stated in the last meeting we had with the NDOT engineers a little over a month 

ago – they’re in about sixty percent (60%) of their design phase – this came up. The intersection itself is 

an illegal intersection as defined by law. They would like to see it closed. The best way to get this out into 

the public and have the conversation is the way we did it. It was supposed to go on the last City Council 

meeting, however it was moved to this one. So, that’s the purpose of putting it on here is that the State 

does have the right to shut it down. Steve’s indicating that’s not their intent unless you want to do it, 

which is a change from what the people in Carson City are telling me.  
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Councilman Hanson asked it is confusing.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I’ve had two accidents in court at that intersection in the last two months.  

NDOT District Engineer Baer stated within the last three months, there’s been two accidents there, with 

one of the vehicles pushed all the way over to our fence due to the speed.   

Councilman Carson asked what makes this intersection different than the one behind Sportsworld? 

NDOT District Engineer Baer stated speed and the geometrics.  

Councilman Hanson stated I would like to see suggestions on what you could do to keep it open, but 

make it safer.  

NDOT District Engineer Baer stated we could explore those alternatives further. If we delay much longer, 

it won’t happen. Letting of plans is scheduled in November. I’ll check with the designers in Carson City, 

but it could add further cost.  

 

4. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Extension of temporary Conditional 

Special Use Permit to the Ely Shoshone Tribe to operate a cannabis cultivation facility at 16 

Shoshone Circle, Ely, Nevada, pending completion of their transfer to trust land or issuance of 

license by the Nevada Department of Taxation.   

Ely Shoshone Tribal Council Member Trent Griffiths stated when we originally paid for that permit, we 

paid the year fee and it was conditional. You guys received a tax payment; we’re working on getting you 

another one. We’re in the middle of harvesting right now. So, we need an extension to stay compliant on 

harvesting the rest of it out, so that we trim, transfer and store it, which is time consuming. That building 

will be vacant while everything else gets figured out. We’re just finishing things out.  

City Attorney Odgers stated the Tribe went to the Bureau of Indian Affairs to place the Colony into trust. 

This was at their attorney’s request.  

Councilman Carson asked how long is this extension for? 

City Attorney Odgers stated it can’t go past a year from when it was issued, which is May 10
th
, according 

to the minutes.  

Councilman Hanson moved to extend the Conditional Special Use Permit to the Ely Shoshone Tribe to 

operate a cannabis cultivation facility at 16 Shoshone Circle, Ely, Nevada.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I would ask you to modify that to include “but no later than May 2019”. 

Councilman Hanson modified his motion to reflect the same. Councilman DeFelice seconded the motion. 

The motion carried unanimously.  

5. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of First Reading of Ordinance 

715, Bill No. 2018-08, an ordinance establishing the City of Ely’s recreational marijuana rules, 

setting fees and zoning requirements. 

City Attorney Odgers stated there are a couple of provisions in here that you need to be aware of. First is 

the limitation under the ordinance to allow one recreational license and that the one recreational license be 

connected with a medical marijuana certificate issued by the State, until such time as the population of the 

City of Ely reaches the population of 20,000 or more when we will seek or request additional licensing. 

This is a compilation of ordinances from three different jurisdictions including Henderson and Carson 

City. It’s important to have this because the State is opening up a recreational marijuana licensing in this 

area for two licenses; that would include either the County or the City. 

Mayor Van Camp stated John Mueller was the successful candidate.  

John Mueller of Acres Cannabis stated we were the winner. They had twenty-two people look at it and 

five applications for the medical marijuana establishment, which is a merit-based system. White Pine 

County would be allowed two of the recreational licenses, but because of the delay in medical there was a 

window where you aren’t using the recreational license yet, so they offered two more licenses. So a week 

and a half ago, everybody submitted for those two additional licenses, not talking to you guys first to see 

what you or White Pine County, so theoretically you could have us as a medical location, the Tribe, and 

then two additional people could be potentially coming into Ely, if you don’t look at something along 

these lines. Having the recreational and the medical together is a good deal. We’re supportive of this. 
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City Attorney Odgers stated I would draw your attention to 3-15-1, which is Purposes and Intents; these 

are findings of why we want to limit it to one. Our population isn’t big enough to support that many 

licenses. Having it consolidated in one place makes the job of the Sheriff’s Office a lot easier. 

John Mueller of Acres Cannabis stated the City of Henderson was going to get six licenses and stopped 

anything not associated with a medical marijuana establishment three days before the application 

deadline.  

City Attorney Odgers stated Carson City did the same thing.  

Councilwoman Gardner moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 715. Councilman Carson 

seconded the motion. Councilwoman Gardner’s motion carried 3 to 1, with Councilman Hanson voting 

Nay.  

 

6. Council Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of letter 

to send to the Nevada Department of Taxation to notify potential applicants of the City of Ely’s 

intent to pass Ordinance 715, limiting recreational marijuana licensing to those applicants that 

have a medical marijuana license and limiting the number of recreational dispensaries within the 

incorporated limits of the City of Ely to one (1) until the population exceeds 20,000 within the 

incorporated limits of the City of Ely.  

City Attorney Odgers reviewed the draft letter appearing below.  

 

Councilman DeFelice moved to approve the letter to send to the Nevada Department of Taxation to notify 

potential applicants of the City of Ely’s intent to pass Ordinance 715, limiting recreational marijuana 

licensing to those applicants that have a medical marijuana license and limiting the number of recreational 

dispensaries within the incorporated limits of the City of Ely to one. Councilwoman Gardner seconded 

the motion. The motion carried 3 to 1, with Councilman Hanson voting Nay.  
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7. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Review recommendations of City Police 

Chief and City Engineer on the installation of two STOP signs on Avenue C at E. 15
th
 Street, per 

City Code 6-3-2. 

City Engineer Almberg reviewed his letter appearing below. 
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8. Council Members – City Fire Chief Rivera – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of 

Proclamation designating October 7-13, 2018 Fire Prevention Week in the City of Ely. 

City Fire Chief Rivera stated the Volunteer Fire Department buys a lot of materials for Fire Prevention 

Week. 

Mayor Van Camp read the Fire Prevention Week Proclamation appearing below. 

 

 

 

 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the proclamation designating October 7-13, 2018 as Fire 

Prevention Week in the City of Ely. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  
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Mayor Van Camp recessed the regular City Council meeting at 6:58 p.m. 

Mayor Van Camp called the regular City Council meeting back to order at 7:12 p.m. 

9. Councilman Hanson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval for City of Ely to assist in the 

establishment of a local Main Street organization by: 1. Direction to City Attorney to set up a 

501c 3 for a local Main Street organization; 2. Direction to City Attorney to work with White 

Pine County’s District Attorney to draft an Interlocal Agreement for a Main Street organization, 

which would possibly include City Hall office space as an in-kind contribution for a future Main 

Street director. The local Main Street 501c 3 Articles of Incorporation/Bylaws and Interlocal 

Agreement will have to be approved by the Ely City Council and White Pine County 

Commission.   

Councilman Hanson stated White Pine County has already committed to participate; they’re waiting for 

us to partner. As pointed out at the Nevada League of Cities Conference, there is a high return on 

investment for historical preservation.  

Carson how will it help us because NDOT project coming anyway. 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve for the City of Ely to assist in the establishment of a local Main 

Street organization by: 1. Direction to City Attorney to set up a 501c3 for a local Main Street 

organization; and 2. Direction to City Attorney to work with White Pine County’s District Attorney to 

draft an Interlocal Agreement for a Main Street organization, which would include City Hall office space 

as an in-kind contribution for a future Main Street director.  

Councilman Carson stated I recently bought some property at 309 and 301 Aultman.  

Councilman DeFelice stated my business is at 1455 Aultman and I’ll second the motion. 

NNRY President Mark Bassett stated the Main Street program is over thirty years old. It is a program of 

the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The thing that is so great about the Main Street program is 

your downtown is promoted in a unified marketing plan. You can do the pretty building, but you have to 

have the economics to support it; I think that’s one of the most important parts of the program is doing the 

dollar and cents evaluation. The Main Street program won’t bring money in, nor can the Main Street 

program say ‘You will do this!’. The Main Street program focuses on education and once you become a 

Main Street city you’re tied into the National Main Street network. Every problem we have here has been 

addressed hundreds of times by the national Main Street organization across the country. When I was in 

Laramie, they created a Downtown Development Authority, which was voted on by the property owners, 

and the biggest critic became its first chairman and biggest supporter. This brings you’re your 

stakeholders together to recognize the problem. In Laramie, through the Main Street program, we brought 

in an outside person to develop the Johnson Hotel and the Rubles buildings for the tax credits; now those 

two buildings anchor Grand Avenue there. Rawlins, Wyoming, the Main Street City of the Year a few 

years ago, is a lot like Ely; it’s a hundred miles from anything. Rawlins had a prison and Interstate 80, but 

that’s about it. The population of Rawlins isn’t much greater than ours.  

Mayor Van Camp stated the Main Street program also wants buy-in from the businesses.  

Councilman DeFelice stated I come from a small town, 12,000 people; it went through what we’re going 

through. We haven’t hit bottom yet, but we can stop it. I can tell you the future of Ely: The business is 

going to be up on the hill. In my little town, they went to the highway and there was trash, drugs, and 

low-income housing. It took my town investing in it and within a twenty-five year period, it changed 

better than it ever was and is now kind of a high-end district. When we’re building a new road and 

sidewalks, you don’t want that to end with vacant buildings and vacant lots. Now is the time to invest.  

NNRY President Bassett stated this is the ideal time to do this. If we’re not proactive now, NDOT is 

going to do their street beautification and we’ll have those empty buildings; people will say ‘what a waste 

of money’. By partnering with the National Main Street program and the National Trust, we have two 

hotels that are vacant now; I can see the same thing happening that happened in Laramie where we find 

an outside developer to get the tax credit and wind up with assets. 

Mayor Van Camp stated the gal with the GOED office called me two weeks ago and they’re on board to 

help us. 

Councilman Hanson stated SHPO (Nevada State Historic Preservation Office) is also anxious to help.  

Mayor Van Camp stated if you don’t have a healthy downtown, you don’t have a downtown. 



Regular Meeting of the Ely City Council September 27, 2018 

 

The City of Ely is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  Page 20 

 

City Administrator Switzer stated I’m in favor of the program. The Mayor and I began over a year ago 

with the first meeting at the State level about the Main Street program. There will be a financial 

commitment from the City eventually. Probably this first year, if this were to go forward, it was my 

suggestion that we donate office space at City Hall; we have a spare office that we can use. We’ll supply 

the copies and things like that, the physical space, as our in-kind contribution. We can do that for, I think, 

a couple years and then we’ll have to step up the game and eventually be providing some financial – 

actual money – contribution.   

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried unanimously.  

11. Council Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval to send 

offer of settlement to S & S Shortline. 

City Attorney Odgers stated the Foundation has met as a board of directors and presented an offer to 

settle; they’ve approved it unanimously. The five terms are: 1. No money will be exchanged and both 

parties will write off anything potentially owed; 2. Everybody releases each other, meaning both parties 

can’t sue each other over the contract anymore; 3. Terminate the lease agreement, meaning they would 

have to leave the line within thirty days; 4. S & S in July of 2009 filed a request to be the operator of the 

line, so they would need to withdraw their STB filing; 5. S & S would have to withdraw their property 

from the line within thirty days.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the settlement offer to S & S Shortline as presented. 

Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion.  

Councilman Carson stated it might be a good solution. I don’t know that we can afford to keep dragging it 

on.  

City Attorney Odgers stated litigation is expensive. If we win, there’s the chance of appeal and 

bankruptcy. I think you should support it.  

Mayor Van Camp asked he’s going to say “No”. We’re wasting fifteen days.  

City Attorney Odgers stated we’re not wasting fifteen days. We’re still doing our depositions.  

Councilman DeFelice stated they have a weak position. We give up a lot to do this, but it gives them an 

out and they may counter. 

Mayor Van Camp stated if we send this in, they could counter the day before the trial? 

City Attorney Odgers stated absolutely. We’re geared up to go to trial in January 2019.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried unanimously. 

12. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Appointment of Melvin Bahls as a 

volunteer working with the City Administrator as a Compliance Officer for the City. 

 

13. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Appointment of Bruce Setterstrom as a 

volunteer working with the City Administrator as a Compliance Officer for the City. 

 

Mayor Van Camp stated a concerned citizen gave Bob a stack of complaints; it’s a never-ending 

procedure. I have three more to give to Bob tomorrow. The intent wasn’t to make these two gentlemen 

officers and to run out to ‘bang on people’s doors’, demanding. It was to pick up the slack when we get a 

complaint, for them to do the legwork; Bob and Chuck still have to do everything else, but they would at 

least do the paperwork, groundwork, maybe take the pictures and possibly follow up on the thirty-day 

notices. They came forward to help out. We don’t have funding for compliance officers. This gives 

people someone to go to.  

City Administrator Switzer stated we all recognize the need for follow up on our weeds, trash and junk 

vehicles; it takes time to do that and any help in that area would be welcomed. 

City Attorney Odgers stated I’ve received several phone calls regarding this. This would be a volunteer 

position with no pay. The law requires us to pay Workers Comp. It takes on average thirty to forty 

minutes to do one location; that’s forty minutes of Bob’s time that could be used elsewhere. A volunteer 

would still have to report to Bob. Our process requires us to send three certified letters and we only have 

four months weather wise to do things. We haven’t addressed a nuisance issue in a year and a half. This 

coincides with the Main Street stuff looking at the upgrades of downtown. You need to look at modifying 

the time frames.  
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Kerri Pintar stated I have stopped turning things into Bob; I know he’s overwhelmed. I get a faster 

response calling the Sheriff’s Office with all these notices. It’s great to have the ordinance, but unless you 

have somebody full time to take care of that, you guys are losing ground. 

City Attorney Odgers stated in some cases we’ve done that as well. 

City Administrator Switzer stated that just happened two days ago. In a residential zone, we had twenty 

junk cars on property fifty feet wide by a hundred feet; so, we contacted the Sheriff’s Office to deal with 

that. They had a car was on jacks out front where kids could get with it.  

City Attorney Odgers stated the ordinance is necessary because without it, we can’t call Scott. It’s not 

always appropriate to send law enforcement to the door.  

Councilman Hanson moved to appoint Melvin Bahls and Bruce Setterstrom as volunteers working with 

the City Administrator as compliance officers for the City.  

Councilwoman Gardner stated I will be abstaining. 

Councilman Carson stated it’s not a bad idea, but I think before we accept anybody to volunteer for this 

we need to come up with guidelines. I can see it tying down Bob more, Chuck, the Building Inspector and 

Ross. The last time we lost a compliance officer, I came to the conclusion that we wouldn’t send out any 

more letters until we cleaned up our own property. We should move the old cars out of the Waste Water 

Treatment Plant. 

City Attorney Odgers stated there are still issues in the wintertime when people aren’t shoveling their 

sidewalks.  

Councilman DeFelice stated I recommend we straighten out the ordinance before we have people out 

there grabbing tires.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion died for want of a second.  

 

14. Council Members – City Administrator Switzer – Discussion/For Possible Action – Selection of 

new truck for Water Department, which was budgeted in FY18-19 year.  

City Administrator Switzer reviewed the quotes appearing below and stated we approached the three 

major brands – Dodge, Chevrolet and Ford - through State Purchasing. The Dodge dealer did not respond. 

The quotes include the installation of storage lockers and rack on top of the vehicle. The lowest quote 

came in at $48,319.61, the Ford. In reviewing the budget, we have $63,200.00 allocated for water 

department capital purchases; that included the estimated $48,000.00 for the pickup and other pieces of 

equipment: a camera and the water department’s portion of a concrete mixer.  
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Councilman Hanson moved to purchase the Ford F-Series pickup quoted for the Water Department. 

Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion.  

Councilman Carson asked are we still doing maintenance logs? 

City Administrator Switzer stated yes.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried unanimously.  

 

15. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Instruct City Administrator to provide 

financial statement to the City Council at the second meeting of every month.  

City Administrator Switzer stated I agree one hundred percent on this item. Since July 1
st
, our accountant 

has been busy with people on our audit. I sent an unaudited financial statement to all of you. This will 

dovetail with some of the suggestions for our next item. Janette had a policy to share that information 

with department heads and that’s something I will be working on as well.  

Councilman Hanson moved to instruct the City Administrator to provide a financial statement to the City 

Council at the second meeting of every month. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion 

carried unanimously.  
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16. Councilman Carson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Evaluation of contract between the City 

of Ely and Hinton Burdick  CPAs for Payroll and Accounts Payable services.  

City Administrator Switzer stated I suggest that the Mayor and I approach Hinton Burdick on a telephone 

call and remove the accounts payable services; we’re doing it in house anyway. With the exception of a 

couple vendors we’re late paying, we’re caught up.  

Councilman DeFelice stated if Hinton Burdick isn’t doing our accounts payable, then we overpay them. 

City Administrator Switzer stated they’ve run it two times, but we have more vendors than that on a 

monthly basis. I’d like to approach them and get a credit on what hasn’t been done.  

Mayor Van Camp read 10B-19 into the record.  

19. Councilman Hanson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Authorization to hire a Utility Clerk to 

support the Treasurer’s function for payroll and accounts payable until such time as the City 

Treasurer is hired or other action of the City Council is approved terminating the recruitment for a 

City Treasurer. 

Councilman Hanson moved to direct the City Administrator and Mayor to re-negotiate with Hinton 

Burdick, including getting the reimbursement, and authorize the hiring of a Utility Clerk to support the 

Treasurer’s function for payroll and accounts payable.  

Councilman Carson asked full or part time? 

City Administrator Switzer stated part time.  

Councilman Carson seconded Councilman Hanson’s motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

17. Councilman DeFelice – Discussion/For Possible Action – Direction to City Attorney to draft 

amendment to Ely City Code 1-6-1(E) to increase City Treasurer salary range.  

Councilman DeFelice stated I’d like to table this. I want to come up with a number to get a competent 

treasurer in here and see what other small cities are doing.  

18. Councilman Hanson – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval to recruit for a City Treasurer 

and leave the recruitment open until the position is filled; authorization to advertise in various 

locations, including, but not limited to INDEED and in other appropriate trade journals or in 

appropriate trade associations, expenses for advertising not to exceed $5,000.00 to be charged to 

the Finance Department’s service and supplies. 

Councilman Hanson stated in light of what Tony has done, we should let this die and bring it back later if 

necessary. 

 

11. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jake Gubler stated I was concerned about the STOP signs on Avenue C.  

City Attorney Odgers stated the Council took no action based on the Engineer’s and Sheriff’s 

recommendations.  

Jake Gubler stated there’s no STOP sign next to the railroad track on 14
th
. How are you going to solve 

this problem? When the Sheriff put in the speed indicator, guys were going 35 MPH and about threw 

themselves through the windshield.  

George Chachas stated on item 10B-17 increasing the City Treasurer salary range, advertise for a City 

Clerk/Treasurer; you have a big salary range there. How many people are you going to hire? Where are 

you getting all this money? You’re bleeding the City. You can’t fix your streets. You can’t replace your 

street lights. People are going up on the hill for four lanes. Older people don’t want to be in front of a 

semi. It will be pretty downtown, but buy me out and I’ll be happy. I want to know if the 490’ of pipe 

taken from the Murry Street project . . .  

Mayor Van Camp stated this Council voted on that. 

George Chachas stated ongoing concerns regarding reimbursement for the sewer problem he cured at 681 

Parker Avenue and the upgraded water line the City paid $60,000.00 for.  
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12.  ADJOURNMENT: THE MEETING MAY BE ADJOURNED BY APPROPRIATE MOTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  

 

Councilman Hanson moved to adjourn the regular meeting of the Ely City Council at 8:37 p.m. 

Councilman Defelice seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
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