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                                         CITY OF ELY                     

                            501 Mill Street Ely, Nevada 89301 
                                                      City Hall (775) 289-2430 - Fax (775) 289-1463                                                   

ELY CITY COUNCIL  

MEETING   

 

April 12, 2018  5:00 p.m. – Ely Volunteer Fire Hall - 499 Mill Street-Ely, Nevada. 

 

1. Mayor Van Camp called the Ely City Council to order at 5:02 p.m., led in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

Mayor Van Camp asked for Roll Call.  

 

    Members present: 

     Mayor Melody Van Camp 

     Councilman Ernie Flangas 

     Councilman Kurt Carson 

     Councilman Tony DeFelice 

     Councilwoman Jolene Gardner 

     Councilman Sam Hanson 

    City Staff present: 

     City Administrator Robert Switzer 

     City Attorney Charles Odgers 

     City Treasurer Janette Trask 

     City Engineer B.J. Almberg  

     City Fire Chief Ross Rivera  

     City Police Chief Scott Henriod 

     Deputy City Clerk Jennifer Lee 

 

 

Also in attendance: Members of the public signed in (appears below). 
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2. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Kerri Pintar stated Kerri Pintar, 1417 Mill Street. NRS 266.285(2) Provision of Utilities: The City 

Council may  any charges due for services, facilities or commodities furnished by any utility owned by 

the city is a lien upon the property to which the service is rendered and must be perfected by recording 

with the county recorder a statement by the city clerk of the amount due and unpaid describing the 

property subject to the lien. I would call your attention to the first statement following Provision of 

Utilities: The City Council may. I random sampled three proposed liens and one lien release in the City 

Attorney’s Lien report on today’s agenda and would like to share my findings. Proposed $1,876.30 for 

Michael Venturino, 1035 Avenue I; a lien was filed against 1
st
 Nationwide Mortgage for utilities owed by 

Bruce Hendrix, deceased. The bank subsequently repossessed its property. The bank then sold that 

property to Dave Weaver. The lien was not filed against Bruce Hendrix’s first lien and the parcel number 

the City referenced was wrong; therefore, it was not caught in the title search. Mr. Weaver then 

subdivided the parcel and built two new homes; one was given a new address. Now you’re coming forth 

trying to attach a lien for Bruce Hendrix, again deceased, utility services against only one of the two new 

current owners. However, neither owner should be responsible. This is wrong, period. Just because you 

may, doesn’t mean you should. Where does common sense enter in? Proposed lien for $883.23 for 

George Chachas at 490 High Street; again, I’m dumbfounded. Mr. Chachas purchased this property from 

a County Trustee under tax sale on May 19, 2017. Subsequently, a lien was filed on June 13, 2017 for 

$523.49. Again, the previous owner, Ms. Birmingham, incurred the charges and yet, now you’re choosing 

to place an additional lien against Mr. Chachas; this is wrong, period. Just because you may doesn’t mean 

you should. Where does common sense enter in? This one’s my personal favorite: Proposed liens for John 

and Catherine Muller at 309 Aultman Street totaling $1,322.49. What’s of particular interest to me is this 

is a four-plex with two units showing a credit balance, totaling $535.92 and two units owing monies 

totaling $1,858.42. How in good conscience can you place a lien on four units when monies are only 

owed on two. Can’t credits be transferred for the money owed? Again, I can’t be the only one who thinks 

this is wrong on so many levels. Under liens released for Mark Mottar on 14 6
th
 Street, the original lien 

was placed on February 15, 2015 against owners Reed and Jimmy Sue for Boyer for unpaid utility 

services. Mr. Mottar purchased that property from the County Trustee on May 19, 2017.  

Councilman Carson asked may I have that NRS number? 

Kerri Pintar stated it’s 266.285. 

City Attorney Odgers stated which is augmented by NRS 444.520. 

 

Julie Gianoli stated Julie Gianoli, citizen of Ely. I’m here today to address the animal cruelty currently 

happening in our community. I cannot stand here before you today telling you I read the most recent 

article in the Ely Times; I did not. I could not. I read the headlines and then turned the page to see a 

picture of ‘the box’ and found it so horrifying and disturbing that I could not bring myself to read the 

article. I even questioned my ability to make a public comment today for fear that I wouldn’t be able to 

maintain my composure. However, this issue is too important to ignore. I cannot simply put my head in 

the sand and pretend it is not happening. Please, please do something to stop this cruel and inhumane 

treatment of the homeless and unwanted animals in our community. Take PETA up on their offer to help. 

Please, look carefully in your budget and your hearts and find a way to stop this unbelievably cruel 

process. To quote Gandhi: The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its 

animals are treated. Don’t let the City of Ely be judged as a cruel and inhumane community.   

 

Alice Souza stated I am proud to say I am the grandmother of Marco Palczewski. What he did maybe 

wasn’t right, but then what the City is doing is not right either. Marco is a disabled veteran and helps old 

people like me with their garbage, who can’t haul their own trash anymore. I need help lifting stuff. This 

last year I have been crippled up and taken a lot of help from people. He shouldn’t have dumped his 

garbage there, but I’m proud that he objected to the way he was treated. What are you going to do about 

people that are too old to pay for it? Are you going to make them pay unpaid water bills? This lady spoke 

about cruelty to animals. I have pictures to prove it. Some years ago, there was a dog in the pound with 

her mouth taped shut; that dog could barely get her tongue out of her mouth. I complained about it.  
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Jaclyn Miller stated my name is Jaclyn Miller and I’m here to show my support for our animal shelter in 

having the gas chamber removed and humane euthanasia take its place. Death by the gas chamber is cruel 

and barbaric; it is a horrible way to end an innocent animal’s life. How people treat animals and allow 

them to be treated is an example of their character. Our animals deserve better and us as a community are 

better than this. Thank you.  

Pat Robison stated Pat Robison, citizen of Ely. Of course you know I’m all about the animals. I would 

like to add something that I just thought of. A lot of times animals are impounded that belong to the 

elderly and they can’t always afford to pay to get them back out. When it’s a senior citizen - if they could 

have some kind of a discount - it would help them get their beloved pets back. The little dog – it’s name is 

Crazy - on the front page of the paper, the lady is in McGill and she’s a senior citizen; it would cost her 

$140.00, so she couldn’t afford to do it. If we look into what their problem is or if they can make 

payments because sometimes they do just escape. I’m assuming this dog’s name is Crazy for a reason.  

Councilman DeFelice asked do you have a way to get in touch with her? 

Pat Robison stated I don’t, but I’m sure Andrew, the Animal Control Officer, would know who she is. I 

know that she called, but couldn’t pay the money.  

Alexa Mergen stated I’m Alexa Mergen, a citizen of Ely. I see there are a number of animal related issues 

on the agenda tonight. I want to urge the Council to consider the creation of a volunteer core that could 

support the City workers in Animal Control. I did some research and Yerington has a program we could 

emulate and we have permission from the City of Yerington to copy their forms; they have a liability 

release form, an outline for how to recruit volunteers, a volunteer agreement and it’s all good to go. A 

volunteer core like that could support Animal Services and free up City employees to do the work they 

need to do by supporting administration, answering phones, training animals, and socializing animals. 

Such a volunteer core could be applied throughout the City in other places as well. Next week is national 

volunteer week, so it would be cool to have volunteers all throughout Ely helping out.  

George Chachas stated I’m here to talk about the City’s inhumane treatment of the local human 

population. On your agenda Item 9B-1, you’re to consider requiring the Nevada Northern Railway 

Foundation to pay for its annual audit; they have plenty of money to pay for their audit and they need to 

comply with the Nevada Open Meeting Law, since they receive $250,000.00 or more from tax money. 

The Foundation has yet to provide information that I asked for back in October of 2015. The Foundation 

has yet to address the nepotism violation in regards to Mr. Bassett as manager and his wife as bookkeeper. 

On your agenda Item 9C-4, you’re to consider creating an animal control advisory board; that type of 

board is not needed and the City Council needs to do its job. On your agenda Item 9C-8 you’re to 

consider eliminating the annual dog license, extending it to the three-year rabies vaccination period which 

will cause a loss of revenue and a three-fold increase in the fee. Within that three year period, the dog 

may run away, may be given away or may pass away. You need to leave the ordinance as is. In the news 

article in the newspaper dated April 6
th
, the City fined a veteran $355.00 for taking his trash to the 

landfill, for not having his paid receipt or something to that effect. I was under the impression the names 

would be checked on the computer at the landfill gate from various previous discussions that you folks 

had here at the meetings. Give that person his money back. I’ve not seen his name on any delinquent list 

at all. You are selectively enforcing the law. Did you ask Ely Disposal for verification for each address 

that they picked up trash on each entry? Has the City Attorney returned 490 linear feet of sixteen-inch 

steel pipe taken from the Murry Street project.  

Mayor Van Camp stated we’ve already discussed that. Go forward.   

George Chachas stated Councilman Carson, I’ve yet to receive any information regarding my public 

information request for the remodeling at 825 Avenue I; Sean Scott was working there.  

City Administrator Switzer stated Mayor, Mr. Chachas did receive that information as a public 

information request.  
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Deputy City Clerk Lee read the five letters appearing below into the record.  
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3.  Mayor – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Agenda, including removal of agenda 

items. 

 

City Attorney Odgers stated I received an email from Chris Stanko, the attorney for the Nevada Northern 

Railway Foundation, requesting to remove Item 9B-1. 

Council Hanson moved to strike Item 9B-1.  

Councilman Carson asked why did he want that removed? 

Councilman Hanson stated the reason I was given is we’ve got the Development Agreement coming up 

for renewal in July and there’s additional items in there besides this one, so we’d just do it all at once.  

Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

4. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 FIRE CHIEF  

 

Councilman Carson asked are you going to start advertising to fill a vacant spot? 

City Fire Chief Rivera stated I hope so.  
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 POLICE CHIEF 
Police Chief Henriod gave the City of Ely’s quarterly report appearing below.  

 

 

Mayor Van Camp stated thank you. 

Councilman Flangas stated it was brought to my attention from some people, how many deputies do you 

have on your staff? 

Police Chief Henriod stated twelve. 

Councilman Flangas stated this came from some people in McGill; they would like to know 

approximately how many hours a week do your deputies spend in Ruth, McGill, Lund and Baker.  

Police Chief Henriod stated we have no mechanism to track that. I could do it by calls.  

 

7.  THE CITY COUNCIL WILL RECESS THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

FOR A PUBLIC HEARING AT 5:30 P.M. ON THE FOLLOWING TOPICS. 

 
1. Councilman DeFelice – Public Hearing – Discussion Only – Approval of Second Reading of 

Ordinance 711, Bill No. 2018-04, an ordinance amending City Code Title 3, Chapter 9, Section 4 

Temporary Business Licenses, Fees by changing the fees paid for spaces by Nonprofit 

Organizations from $10.00 per space to $2.00 per space.  

Alexa Mergen stated my name’s Alexa Mergen. I’d like to urge the Council to vote against this. Not all 

non-profits are charities. Some are hobby groups and can pay the additional $8.00. What do other cities 

charge? I’m reading weekly about how tight the budget is. You would be foregoing $1,000.00 in revenue 

and sending the wrong message around the State and beyond, what kind of a place Ely is that it’s not a 

place to go cheap. Less isn’t always better when you’re talking about just an $8.00 difference. When 

people come here for their events, they’re getting an amazing city that’s clean, with beautiful parks and 

lots of free parking.  

Annette Marshall stated I’m from the Bristlecone Arts Council. It’s important to understand that Arts in 

the Park is a two day event; when we do that, the Bristlecone Arts Council pays that fee and we have been 

doing that for thirty-four years. When you have a hundred and something vendors, your cost for the 

weekend becomes very high, $1,500.00. We recently raised that rate for vendors up to $90.00 to $75.00; 

if we turn around and do that to them again, we’re going to lose vendors. Saw this happen in Elko; they 

raised their rates two times in a row and lost almost fifty percent  (50%) of their vendors. The bottom line 

for the City, tax revenue goes down. We have people who travel in to the City specifically for this event 
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as vendors and also those that come on a yearly basis to the event; that means motel rooms, gas, 

restaurants, and all the things related to that. I would encourage the Council to proceed with the $2.00. 

One of the things that was mentioned to me was ‘You’re asking for an 80% decrease’. We’ve received an 

eighty percent (80%) increase. We are just asking for that to come back down. We were not prepared for 

it and when it happened, it’s a huge amount of money, from $500.00 one year to over $2,000.00 the next 

year.  

Ray Rivera stated I’m Ray Rivera, the treasurer for Bristlecone Arts. I’ve been working some numbers 

over our accounts five years regarding the income we’ve had come in and expenses. Over the past five 

years, we’ve had $81,815.03 in income come in; as far as expenses, we’ve had $79,963.83 go out. That 

gives us a net profit over five years of $1,851.20 or approximately $370.00 a year. I understand that the 

City is having budget problems, but I do think it would be fair to go to that decrease, to $2.00 per vendor 

per day from $10.00 per vendor per day, because if this continues with what we’re bringing in, as 

Councilman DeFelice said, we are going to run out of money and through attrition, Bristlecone Arts will 

cease to continue. You have to look at it as: Would you rather have some money come in or no money 

coming in at all? We’ll lose the vendors and won’t be able to have the event.  

George Chachas stated I’m not a big fan of cutting any fees you’ve set in the past. I support Bristlecone 

Arts in the Park; they do a great job, but they also compete against local businesses. They have a way to 

mitigate their costs which they haven’t done yet. I told you the Fair and Rec. Board has monies available 

to those that bring events in and no one has gone before that board. We pay $385,000.00 in salaries at that 

structure and we’re not helping our local businesses and organizations. That fee needs to stay there. You 

need to go to the Tour and Rec. and ask for some mitigation fees to help them with their advertising and 

other costs they may incur like landfill charges. You can help them out that way. The taxpayer is paying 

that money, it’s sitting there; don’t squander it on staff that aren’t doing their job.  

Annette Marshall stated for clarification, Bristlecone Arts has shouldered the cost of landfill fees, security 

and all costs related with the event, so that’s not coming out of anybody else’s pocket but ours.  

Ray Rivera stated to echo Annette, she’s absolutely correct. The cost to the City and County for holding 

this event: I can’t see any. We have to pay for our own dumpsters, sanitary septic service for additional 

restrooms, handwashing stations, security. There’s not any additional costs that I can see that would be 

shouldered by City or the County. We also have to pay the County for use of the park for those two days.  

George Chachas stated those costs that those folks are talking about are not passed on. They have a way 

to mitigate them. Everybody pays the same. They can go to Fair and Rec. Board, ask for additional help; 

they haven’t done that. You have fees that you’ve set in place; either you adjust them all for everybody or 

we live with what we’ve got. I don’t want to see that event go. 

Pat Robison stated this event is so important to our community. These costs were sprung on everybody 

this year. It would be more fair to go back this year with the $2.00 and next year, how about if we go an 

in-between price, and let them know ahead of time they’re going to have this extra cost so they can 

prepare for it. From what I understand, this was a total surprise to them. I hope the Council will vote for 

the two dollars. I’ve been a citizen for a long time and this event brings in a lot of people and helps our 

whole community, plus the families that come out for it. 

Mayor Van Camp passed the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Hanson and stated I’m a vendor with 

Bristlecone Arts and as a result of this, I will be abstaining.  

 

8.  DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ITEMS PERTAINING TO THE PUBLIC 

HEARING. 

 
1. Councilman DeFelice – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of Second Reading of 

Ordinance 711, Bill No. 2018-04, an ordinance amending City Code Title 3, Chapter 9, Section 4 

Temporary Business Licenses, Fees by changing the fees paid for spaces by Nonprofit 

Organizations from $10.00 per space to $2.00 per space.  

Councilman DeFelice moved to approve Ordinance 711. Councilman Flangas seconded the motion.  

City Attorney Odgers asked are you moving to approve the Second Reading? 

Councilman DeFelice stated yes. 

Councilman Flangas stated yes. 

Councilman DeFelice’s motion passed 3 to 1, with Councilwoman Gardner voting Nay.  
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4. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

City Administrator Switzer stated B.J. and I attended the Board of Directors meeting with the Museum 

last night and B.J. made the proposal for the re-routing of the storm drainage to a different location that 

was less of a problem for Mt. Wheeler and looks like it will be less of an issue with the Museum itself; 

they approved that and B.J. contacted NDOT to let them know of their decision. The change in our 

landfill policy has resulted in more transactions being completed. We ran an analysis for a fourteen-day 

period before we enacted the change in the policy and then a fourteen day period after we enacted the 

policy. Our customer count, number of transactions, increased 112 over the previous one before we 

started the new policy. Primarily those were individuals paying on their past due accounts and in several 

cases, it was also individuals coming into City Hall who have never had a landfill bill and they wanted to 

open one up, so they could have access to the Landfill; we gained $3,841.00 in revenue. 

Councilman DeFelice stated B.J., could you explain what the changes were?  

City Engineer Almberg stated the existing display of the Depot was put over the top of the existing storm 

drain, so NDOT has to re-route it around that facility. The Museum is private property, so they had to get 

an easement from the museum to go through the property in a different location. Five months ago, we met 

with the Museum with a proposed location; they agreed to it and requested to keep it as close as possible 

to the Depot display building, but that location conflicted with some Mt. Wheeler Power facilities that 

would have to be moved. Mt. Wheeler could move those facilities, but it would be a cost to the project. 

So, NDOT and Mt. Wheeler Power worked together for another route through there. The Museum wanted 

to keep as much of their yard as possible to build another exhibit building. What NDOT proposed last 

night was to build it within the same easement as Mt. Wheeler Power, so as not to affect any Museum 

property. The power company was also at the Museum last night and they were very supportive.  

City Administrator Switzer stated Mt. Wheeler may have spent an extra year to re-locate three poles. This 

keeps us on schedule for starting construction next spring.  

 CITY ATTORNEY 
City Attorney Odgers stated with the changes made to the landfill program, we’ve also had a lot of people 

paying off their liens. The Liens report in your packet shows the liens resolved in the last month. Today I 

had four people in my office talking about liens on their properties.  

 CITY ENGINEER 
City Engineer Almberg stated we completed right-of-way exhibits for Chuck. We’re working on the small 

lined pond at the Landfill and will get a contractor on board the first meeting in May; that pond was 

approved as part of the expansion of the Class III area. I had a meeting with the Governor’s office on 

broadband. We’ve been doing a lot of coordination with NDOT on our Aultman project and are working 

to update our water model for the community.  

 

City Attorney Odgers stated I’d like to have a litigation session after the meeting on two items.  
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5. NNRY FOUNDATION REPORT 

 

Councilman Hanson stated Mark has asked to be excused; his report (appears below) is in our packets.  
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6.  REPORTS 

 

 CITY COUNCIL 

 

Councilman Flangas stated I’ve had several people call me and ask if 1425 Aultman Street is part of the 

City of Ely’s beautification program.  

Mayor Van Camp stated that’s the firewood place. 

Councilman Flangas stated yeah. I was quite disappointed to see such a mess, and something should be 

done about it.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I’m aware of the issue. We can put it on the agenda to have a conversation 

about it.  

Councilman Flangas stated thank you. I’ve had several calls and they didn’t think it was appropriate on a 

main street.  
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             MAYOR 

Mayor Van Camp reviewed her report appearing below and stated we have the Recycled Art contest on 

display at the Museum; the prison has joined in and Warden Filson will give a talk on the recycled 

contraband from the inmates.  

  

 

9.  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION ONLY OF THE ELY CITY COUNCIL. 

A.  CONSENT AGENDA  
MOTION: Move to approve the Consent Agenda item 9A-1 Minutes and 9A-2 Bills.   

Moved by: Councilman Hanson Second by: Councilman Carson   Vote: Unanimous 

 

1. Discussion/For Possible Action –Minutes.  

 March 8, 2018 

2. Discussion/For Possible Action –Bills.  

 March 21, 2018 

 March 29, 2018 

 
Councilman Flangas stated I’ll have to abstain from the March 8, 2018 Minutes as I was not present, 

except for speaking on the telephone on Item 9B-1, which I approve.  

 

 

C.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Mayor Van Camp – White Pine County Wildlife Advisory Board Members – Discussion//For 

Possible Action – Approval of letter in support of the Comins Lake Project. 

Ray Sawyer stated Nevada Department of Wildlife has proposed major upgrades to the Comins Lake area 

of a boat dock, boat ramp, and four different picnic areas. The estimated cost of this is $703,000.00. The 

Department has secured $100,000.00. Our game board has received in donations  $15, 500.00 as of right 

now, which are all available for a 3 to 1 match. We’ve written a grant through the Heritage Grant Fund 

and they’ve requested that we get community involvement; that’s why we’re here asking for a support 

letter. There’s no cost to the City.  

Councilman Flangas asked do you have landscaping plans to plant trees? 

City Engineer Almberg stated there’s no landscaping. 

Councilman Flangas stated it needs it.  

Councilman Carson moved to approve a letter in support of the Comins Lake Project. Councilwoman 

Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
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2. Mayor Van Camp – Ely City Tree Board Representative – Discussion/For Possible 

Action – Approval of Proclamation declaring May 12, 2018 as Arbor Day in the City of 

Ely. 

 
Mayor Van Camp read the 2018 Arbor Day Proclamation appearing below.  

 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the proclamation declaring May 12, 2018 as Arbor Day in the 

City of Ely. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

3. Council Members – City Attorney Odgers – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Presentation and Acceptance of Maddie's Pet’Project grant in the amount of $1,600.00 

for the City of Ely’s Animal Control Officer to attend the Humane Society of the United 

States’(HSUS) Animal Care Expo in Kansas City, Missouri May 15-17, 2018; the grant 

covers Conference Registration, Lodging, Airfare, and other travel expenses.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I received this offer of a grant - it was unsolicited - from a Humane Society 

member in Vegas; they’re wanting to send Andrew to train him better on placement of animals on their 

dime; he would be gone for an entire week. Other staff would have to supplement while the Animal 

Control officer is gone. Andrew is excited at the prospect, but understands if the answer is no. I’ve 

likewise been in touch with these folks on some other potential grants.   

Councilman Hanson moved to accept Maddie’s Pet Project grant in the amount of $1,600.00 for the City 

of Ely’s Animal Control Officer to attend the Humane Society of the United States’ Animal Care Expo in 

Kansas City, Missouri May 15-17, 2018. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  
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4. Mayor Van Camp – Councilwoman Gardner – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of 

First Reading of Ordinance 712, Bill No. 2018-05, An ordinance creating the Animal Control 

Advisory Board, City Code Title 2, Chapter 4, setting membership requirements, terms of office, 

appointment procedures and authority of the newly created Advisory Board, establishing 

procedures for conducting of business and establishing the meeting dates.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I was asked to create this. Obviously, there’s a lot of push on Animal Control 

issues at this point in time. We have an opportunity to create a Humane Society, but I was told ‘we can’t 

do it, it won’t survive’. As an alternative for a Humane Society and because we have a lot of issues . . . 

When we start talking about euthanasia by injection, there’s a lot of things that haven’t been brought out 

to the public, what the requirements are going to be. For example, a sanitized table, straps to strap the 

animal down, a safe, and video on the safe because you have lethal injection medications. The training 

Andrew went through allows him to euthanize dogs because the medication he was trained on can’t be 

used with cats, so we still have a lot of road to go. It takes an inordinate amount of time for the City alone 

to go through all these types of things and having a board of this nature would provide additional 

resources to look for grants to help with the processes and make recommendations to the City Council. It 

would be my request, based on the people that contacted me, to create this board.  

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 712.  

Councilman Carson stated six months ago we looked at getting rid of the Utility Board and the Planning 

Commission because they’re non-voting boards and take up our staff time. Does the staff have time to 

take care of another board? 

City Attorney Odgers stated it’s not the board activity that takes the time relative to this. Ms. Mergen 

came up earlier and talked about Yerington having a program for volunteers. Our staff is stretched as it is; 

we can’t research or develop those types of programs because we’re just trying to get everything done 

that we have to get done. This board would allow us, at least for the time being, to have a focused group 

that would be held in public, making recommendations to the Council members. Mr. DeFelice, who is the 

current liaison now, would be a non-voting board member. It allows us to deal with a large issue by 

segregating it off with an advisory board. 

Deputy City Clerk Lee stated I would be able to do it.  

Councilman DeFelice stated I would want the board to do their own minutes.  

City Attorney Odgers stated my preference would be that we meet Open Meeting Law requirements.  

Alexa Mergen stated I would love to have a picture of what a board would actually do. In my research the 

boards haven’t been very successful. Volunteers can do research and volunteers can write grants.  

City Attorney Odgers stated we have never got a volunteer group moving forward with the basics in 

place. The Animal Control board would do those types of things and take some of the stress away from 

myself and Bob. We still have a lot to do relative to euthanasia by injection. We’re not going to be ready 

to go by July. The board will be driving policy decisions.  

Councilwoman Gardner stated if we approved this board, maybe we could bring in the Humane Society.  

Bill Sanford asked what’s the cost to the City to develop this board? The Attorney has to be the lawyer for 

it. My taxes are high enough.  

City Treasurer Trask stated give my vote for what he just said.  

George Chachas stated volunteers want to do it and it was tried once before. You don’t have to have 

another committee.  

Alexa Mergen stated I want to make it clear that I’m not advocating another 501(C)3. If you’re going to 

help animals in this city, it’s going to cost you either way.  

KayLynn McMurray stated I came before the Council two years ago and the huge issue was the liability. 

Creating an animal control advisory board will put volunteers to use, calling for grants and donations. If 

you have a board coming back monthly, it will be effective.  

Councilman DeFelice stated the volunteers can go and look for grants, similar to the board.  

Kaylynn McMurray stated it’s easier to get volunteers through your board.  

Richard Lee Wade stated the problem isn’t that the dogs are bad. The dog owners are bad. You know Sam 

Johnson; I got his dog now because both of them died. It is not how you euthanize. This is a nationwide 

epidemic.  
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Councilwoman Gardner seconded Councilman Hanson’s motion to approve the First Reading of 

Ordinance 712.  

Councilman Flangas stated I recommend tabling this.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried 4 to 1, with Councilman Flangas voting Nay.  

 

5. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Acknowledgment that the Animal Control 

Officer attended the April 5, 2018 Euthanasia Technician training with the State Veterinary Board 

due to the generous donation of a private citizen, who wishes not to disclose their name. 

City Attorney Odgers stated we are asking for after-the-fact approval and following that, I will be sending 

off his certification to the State.  

Councilman Hanson moved to acknowledge the Animal Control Officer attended the April 5, 2018 

Euthanasia Technician training with the State Veterinary Board due to the generous donation of a private 

citizen. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

6. Councilman DeFelice – Discussion/For Possible Action – Direction to the City Attorney to 

prepare a contract between PETA and Dr. Sanders, with the City of Ely as a third party 

beneficiary, for the payment of euthanasia procedures until the City has completed the budgetary 

process. 

Councilman DeFelice stated I had given Chuck direction earlier this month to put together an agreement 

with Doc. Sanders.  

Councilman Hanson moved to direct the City Attorney to prepare a contract between PETA and Dr. 

Sanders, with the City of Ely as a third party beneficiary, for the payment of euthanasia procedures until 

the City has completed the budgetary process. Councilman DeFelice seconded the motion.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I’ve always prepared contracts when directed by the Council. We have an 

unenforceable email from PETA, which is not a contract. 

Councilman DeFelice stated I think the direction should be that we have multiple backups. 

City Attorney Odgers stated that’s outside the scope of this item.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion passed 4 to 1, with Councilwoman Gardner voting Nay.  

 

7. Councilman DeFelice – Discussion/For Possible Action – Direction to the City Attorney to 

negotiate a contract for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 with Dr. Sanders for purposes of euthanasia by 

injection until all requirements can be met by the City of Ely for euthanasia by injection, 

negotiate the fee and other processes for euthanizing an animal in the control and custody of the 

Animal Control Officer, with the draft contract coming back before the City Council for approval. 

City Attorney Odgers stated I need your approval to negotiate on behalf of the City. I would float any 

contract recommendation I have by the City Treasurer, so she can do a fiscal analysis.  

Councilman DeFelice stated I would like to modify this to add Eureka. 

City Attorney Odgers stated you’ll have to have a separate agenda item.  

Councilman Hanson moved to direct the City Attorney to negotiate a contract for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 

with Dr. Sanders for purposes of euthanasia by injection until all requirements can be met by the City of 

Ely for euthanasia by injection. Councilman DeFelice seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 



Regular Meeting of the Ely City Council April 12, 2018 

 

The City of Ely is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  Page 18 

 

8. Mayor Van Camp – Councilwoman Gardner – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of 

First Reading of Ordinance 713, Bill No. 2018-06, An ordinance amending City Code Title 5, 

Chapter 3B, Section 5 License Required changing dog licenses to be effective for the period of 

the rabies vaccination and eliminating the annual dog license and requirement that all dogs be 

licensed until their rabies vaccination becomes due, approximately three years.  

City Attorney Odgers stated I was asked to do this by the Treasurer. 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 713. Councilwoman Gardner 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  

 

9. Council Members – City Treasurer Trask – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval of the 

City of Ely’s Fiscal Year 2019  Tentative Budget, to be filed with the Department of Taxation 

pursuant to NRS 354.596. 

City Treasurer Trask stated I made the changes from the budget hearing, but if you go to page 7 on the 

first line “General Fund” I am projecting for a beginning fund balance $354,802.00. Jump to page 8: With 

all the revenues and expenses, we have an ending fund balance of $234,722.00, so we are still losing 

$120,000.00 that we have not even begun to address. We don’t have the money right now to euthanize the 

animals. I’m not even sure we’ve got the money to deal with another board, that Jennifer’s going to have 

to do; we’re going to be supplying the paper, all the supplies for.  So far I’ve been asked to put money 

back into the budget for fertilizer. I have also received a request that you guys need to decide on from one 

of your firemen that would like us to purchase some years in PERS, that’s a buyback from him of 

$14,431.85; he figured by doing this and retiring, we would bring in a lower paid fireman. Of course, 

we’re already doing it with one fireman that’s retiring that we will be buying out his vacation and sick 

leave, but he doesn’t have a lot. On top of that $14,000.00, there’d be approximately another $16,000.00 

that would be vacation and sick leave buyout. If it was done at a certain point, we could hire a fireman at 

a starting wage; it would pay for itself within a year and if not, the second year.  

Councilwoman Gardner asked can we buy light bulbs yet?  

City Treasurer Trask stated getting to them. 

Councilwoman Gardner stated street lights, I should say. 

City Treasurer Trask stated Animal Control has had a request to increase their supplies by $428.00 for  

euthanasia and there will be a possible increase for vet services once we find out what the contract is. I’ve 

been asked to give suggestions. One I put together today was the possible increase to the employees’ 

portion of their insurance; I’ve got that information for you. The budget message has some grammar 

errors that will be corrected. I’m upset because if we keep going the way that we’re going, we will go into 

default. This has to be approved tonight, so I will need you to be available to sign it. 

Councilman Hanson moved to approve the City of Ely’s Fiscal Year 19 Tentative Budget to be filed with 

the Department of Taxation. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

10. Council Members – City Treasurer Trask – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Presentation and possible acceptance of Major Federal Program audit for the City of Ely, 

prepared by Keddington & Christensen, CPA’s. 

 
City Treasurer Trask reviewed the auditor’s Opinion appearing below and stated this audit was required 

by law because of the grant that was administered by the City; it was federal funds over $750,000.00. 

They did have a couple findings. 

 

City Attorney Odgers stated Madam Mayor, I suggest you open 11. 
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11. Council Members – City Treasurer Trask – Discussion/For Possible Action – 

Presentation and Acceptance of Corrective Action Plan for Findings noted in City’s 

Major Federal Award Programs Audit. 

 
City Treasurer Trask reviewed the Corrective Action Plan (appears below) for Findings noted in the 

City’s Major Federal Award Programs Audit. 

Councilman Hanson moved to accept the Major Federal Program Audit for the City of Ely prepared by 

Keddington and Christensen, CPA’s. Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

Councilman Hanson moved to accept the Corrective Action Plan for Findings noted in the City’s Major 

Federal Award Programs Audit. Councilman Carson seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

12. Mayor Van Camp – Discussion/For Possible Action – Approval to appropriate 5% each fiscal 

year of marijuana revenues to be placed in the Beautification Special Revenue Fund, not to 

exceed $5,000.00 each fiscal year.  

Councilman Flangas stated I’d like to table this because we have no idea of what kind of revenue we’re 

talking about or when that revenue may start coming in. 

Mayor Van Camp stated we’re asking for $5,000.00. The revenue was projected at $160,000.00 plus. 

City Attorney Odgers stated the compact between the Ely Shoshone Tribe and the City of Ely relative to 

the cultivation facility has a six percent (6%) fee that will be coming to the City as an excise fee; at this 

point, we don’t know what that is going to be. Rough estimates, for every pound that they produce it sells 

for $1,650.00 based on the January sales report. The Mayor is seeing if there’s an appetite from the 

Council to set aside five percent (5%), not to exceed $5,000.00, for the Beautification Fund.  

Mayor Van Camp stated it would be used for spring flowers, bench maintenance, banners, trash 

receptacles and bike racks. NDOT is coming in with new lighting. There’s no money for the flowers this 

year, so Jolene and I are picking up that tab. Cap it at $5,000.00 and let that fund build.  

City Attorney Odgers stated we have several funds of this nature; the Railroad Enterprise Fund is one. 

The next step is to create the actual resolution.  

Mayor Van Camp stated we have no money to maintain benches and we also agreed to maintain the trees 

NDOT is putting in. This would pay for any trees we need to put in.  
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Councilman Hanson moved to grant approval to appropriate 5% each fiscal year of marijuana revenues to 

be placed in the Beautification Special Revenue Fund, not to exceed $5,000.00 each fiscal year.  

Councilwoman Gardner seconded the motion.  

Councilman Carson stated I’d like to see what money we have coming in and what financial shape we’re 

in.  

Councilman DeFelice stated a resident told me to have five percent (5%) to go towards the streets.  

Councilman Hanson’s motion carried 3 to 2, with Council Members Carson and Flangas voting Nay. 

10. PUBLIC COMMENT  

Kerri Pintar stated Kerri Pintar, 1417 Mill Street. I love to hear you guys say you’re responsible for the 

maintenance and the beautification on main street, but you’re also responsible for the budget. Your 

Treasurer just told you this document you’re signing, you’re going down and spending the rest of the 

ending balance of the General Fund next year and you’re going to rubber stamp it and send it out; that’s 

wrong. Back to this lien issue, the lien release for Mark Mottar: Originally that lien was placed on 

February ‘15 against owners Reed and Jimmy Sue Boyer for those unpaid services. Mr.Mottar purchased 

that property from the County Trustee on May 19, 2017. The original lien was in the amount of 

$4,855.29, yet settled for pennies on the dollar negotiated by whom? The NRS says it’s the City Clerk, so 

was it the City Clerk, the City Attorney? It was settled for $2,075.80. The lien settled was filed on 

February 8, 2018 and what’s troubling to me about the original lien is it was placed against the Boyers 

and it’s still going to show up on their credit report because your lien release was filed in the name of 

Mark Mottar. So, where’s the justice in that scenario? Madam Mayor, under NRS 266 you’re responsible 

for the City. I would respectfully ask that you step up and do your job. Please do not rubber stamp that 

lien report and let it be filed without careful review with Mr. Odgers’ interpretation. Just because you may 

do something doesn’t mean you should. I’m not against the City placing liens against any individual who 

receives benefits and incurs said charges, but there has to be some common sense applied to many of 

these findings. Just because the NRS says you can place a lien against someone because they own that 

property for a deceased person’s bill, that’s unfair. The public perception of that amounts to bullying and 

intimidation from the City Attorney, the City Clerk, yourself Madam Mayor and the City Council. Let’s 

apply some common sense and correct the problem before it goes any further. If the Utility Board has the 

option to review these, vote and get some common sense applied, I’ll throw my name in the hat to sit on 

that board.  

Maureen Otzelberger stated I was on the train and the flag on the hill is tattered.  

Mayor Van Camp stated it’s been reported.  

Maureen Otzelberger stated the lot next to Jack Caylor Park is full of weeds and you know who owns it.  

Alice Souza asked does the income from the marijuana compensate for the cost of ruining lives? I asked 

for the freedom of information act to tell me what became of those dogs. I got a sickening sweet letter of 

nothing from Switzer; he did not fulfill what was required under the information act. Before you pass a 

law, all facets of the ramifications should be considered. I pay $13.00 a month and seldom use that 

landfill. If you don’t have $5.00, you’re not going to get to the dump. Why did you give up on the dog 

park? 

Councilwoman Gardner stated we couldn’t get it approved from the public. 

Councilman Carson stated nobody wanted it in their neighborhood.  

City Attorney Odgers stated it was brought up in ‘16 and early ‘17 on two occasions; the comment from 

the public was they were against it.   

Alice Souza asked do I have permission to run my dog at Broadbent? 

Councilwoman Gardner stated yes. You just have to bring something to pick up the dog feces.  

Bill Sanford stated because of your debut in White Pine Living, you quoted $300,000.00 and some odd 

thousand dollars in dump bills; who’s responsible for that?  

Mayor Van Camp stated it’s back landfill County fees. 

Bill Sanford asked who didn’t do their job? 

City Attorney Odgers stated the issue of the landfill fees go back long before anybody on this Council, 

any of the employees that are here and when I got to the City in January of 2015, it was over $450,000.00. 

Since that time, we’ve been working hard. We’ve gotten it down to under $350,000.00.  
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Bill Sanford stated if I was the CEO of a company and it comes in $390,000.00 in debt, who’s ass is 

going to go out the door? How many liens did you file in the last two years to get all that money back? 

How did you settle on three and a half percent (3.5%) of the profits on the marijuana? You want five 

percent (5%).  

City Attorney Odgers stated the law says you can collect a minimum of the bulk sales from a retail sale. 

Retail sales, the maximum the law will allow under NRS 453D is three percent (3%) of total sales. 

Bill Sanford stated as a City you can’t put an ordinance in saying that if you want to sell $100,000.00 

worth of dope in the City, you don’t have to grow some of it so we get revenue off of that too?  

City Attorney Odgers stated no, you cannot.  

Bill Sanford stated so I could grow dope in my backyard? 

Councilwoman Gardner stated no.  

City Attorney Odgers stated you could, but then the Sheriff might pay you a visit. We have a grow 

facility, so you can’t grow within twenty-five miles.  

Bill Sanford stated to a certain poundage. 

City Attorney Odgers stated no. Not even one. 

Police Chief Henriod stated as soon as there is a facility that grows and becomes fully legal - so as soon 

as the Colony is up and running - you can’t grow within twenty-five miles of that.  

Bill Sanford stated there’s no ordinance if they sell $100,000.00, are they going to put money into the city 

in other ways. Where’s this 3% going to go?  

City Attorney Odgers stated we can’t make them donate money to the Boys and Girls Club. By law, that 

three percent (3%) goes to the General Fund. All we can get is $30,000.00.  

George Chachas stated where I left off on Scott, in addition to not putting a building permit in the 

window, he has yet to finish the repairs on my roof at 570 Aultman; the State Contractors’ inspector 

signed the roof was finished by Elko Roofing. Yet, I was never contacted by Elko Roofing. Your staff is 

selectively enforcing the law and needs to go. There still exists the problem caused by the new installation 

of a drain under the Railroad track on 7
th
 Street, along my property line near 622 High Street; rip rap 

along my fence line does not allow ADA access and I cannot do maintenance along my fence line. The 

project was done under a federal grant and does not meet ADA requirements. Have you brought the utility 

billing back to City Hall? You’ve yet to correct billing errors.  

Mayor Van Camp stated we’ve already discussed this.  

George Chachas asked why are you paying a CPA accountant in addition to Treasurer Trask?  

Mayor Van Camp stated we’ve already discussed this. Move on.  

George Chachas stated I just got another bill and it sucks. The property is inactive, uninhabitable and yet 

now, last month it was $766.00 with no past due. I got another bill for $883.00. NRS 266, Mayor. You are 

to do a careful supervision and you’re not doing it. On August 21, 2017, I presented a request for 

reimbursement for the expense I incurred for curing a sewer problem at 681 Parker; that was the City’s 

responsibility and an interest rate of two percent (2%) a month is accruing. Federal law prohibits 

discrimination in any federally funded or assisted utilities. I want my money back. The City needs to 

retain all four lanes in the downtown area. When there is no traffic, there is no business. You people may 

not have businesses along there. You’re ruining the tax base. You’re ruining property values. Madam 

Mayor, you’ve yet to give me a response on the condition of the valley gutter by Keith Carson on the 

corner of Ruby and Orson. 

Mayor Van Camp stated we’ve already discussed that. Move forward. 

George Chachas stated there’s no action on lack of ADA access on the sidewalks on the encroachment at 

790 Avenue K.  
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11.  ADJOURNMENT: THE MEETING MAY BE ADJOURNED BY APPROPRIATE MOTION 

OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  

Councilman Carson moved to adjourn the regular meeting of the Ely City Council at 7:24 p.m. 

Councilman Flangas seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
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